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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King . . .” 
           Jeremiah 10:10a 
 
It is our heart’s desire to see the hand of the living God at work touching, moving, and changing the lives of our children and 
all those whom the Lord sends to us.  I love the scripture in Deuteronomy where it says, “Impress them (the commands of 
God) on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you rise up.” 
 
This scripture leads one to believe the true transfer of faith to those around us occurs as we simply live our lives with the Word 
of God readily available to interpret, inform, and sort through the daily moment-by-moment activities and challenges of life.  It 
is in these moments of laughter, hard work, running errands, homework, playing, cleaning, dining, and even correction where 
the beautiful God-ordained transfer of our faith occurs.  It is easy to consider these activities as unimportant and mundane.  But 
when we look for opportunities to inject a truth from God’s Word it is then we capture those opportunities and the Lord can 
take a mundane activity and transform it into a miracle moment. 
 
It is our responsibility as parents to attempt to transfer our faith to our children.  It is the heart of a believer to attempt the trans-
fer his or her faith to others who do not know Christ.  Of course the transfer of concepts can be accomplished, however, the 
Holy Sprit must be at work and the receiver be willing to receive.  That is the part totally out of our control.  Each heart must 
decide.  But it is a joy when you have the privilege to know something you did or said sparked the light of faith in another. 
 
We have the privilege and opportunity of having many come and visit with us at Casa De Mi Padre.  This past month we had a 
large group of college students from the Missouri Baptist BSU come to spend a week with us.  The team’s mission was to 
spend time with our kids and do some evangelism.  Particularly they were going to help put together and host an all-night lock-
in.  They put an amazing amount of work into it.   
 
The night of the lock-in, I drove my truck to the event loaded with supplies and water.   We had several of our older kids come 
home to join us for this special night.  Peter came home as well.  He had transitioned out the beginning of this year.  He rode 
with me to the lock-in.  Along the way he began to share some things.  He started by saying, “I learned something from you.“  
When one of your older kids starts off with “I learned something from you,” it is best to stop what you are doing and just lis-
ten.  All my attention went to Peter’s next words.  He continued, “When I see poor people I try to help them.  I saw you do that 
many times.  I don’t have much, but I can help some.  It is not me.  It is because I have this love for Christ inside of me.  I want 
to help.” 
 
Where we live there are so many poor people.  I teach the kids, you cannot help everyone, but you can’t not help someone.  I 
think Peter caught it.  I was very blessed to hear him share this.  The lock-in went well.  Our crowd was a little down but it 
gave the team ample opportunity to focus on our kids more, which is good.  Our kids loved the night and all the attention.   
 
A few days later we had three of our Guatemalan friends come out to our city to spend a few days with our kids.  These are 
some of our interpreters who help us each Christmas with our camp, VBS, and Christmas celebration.  They really are our 
Guatemalan extended family, Gloria, Anna, and Ceci.  We were so happy to have them and the kids were excited as well. 
 
Over the years these girls have heard bits and pieces of the story of the founding of Casa De Mi Padre.  As we all were having 
lunch together one of the girls began to ask me how I knew the Lord wanted me to start an orphanage.  She asked me how I 
knew I was to start the ministry in Guatemala.  Next she asked, “You mentioned God spoke to your heart.  How does that hap-
pen?”  As we sat together I was sharing the idea of how we hear from the Lord and how he impresses things on our hearts.  I 
explained the importance of being committed to the reading and study of the Word of God and highlighting Matthew 6:33 
about seeking him first being a very important concept in following His leadership in our lives.  It is always a blessing for us to 
have all the groups who come and visit, especially those college-age students, who have their whole lives ahead of them.  It is 
exciting seeing the living God working in them. 
 



It is also a blessing for the Lord to have sent others to our ministry to help us transfer the faith and share the truths of the liv-
ing God with our kids.  Cole McCauley, my right hand man, had a fantastic privilege this past Easter Sunday.  He gave a 
Sunday morning Bible study about the importance of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  After he was done he be-
gan to talk with one of our newer little girls, Lucrecia.  As they spoke Lucrecia began to cry.  Cole tried to ask what was 
wrong.  She really couldn’t say.  Cole asked Lucrecia if she truly knew the Lord and had ever received him into her life.  She 
said, every time she goes to church she does.  Cole said going to church does not save you.  Salvation is only gained in re-
pentance and receiving the forgiveness for our sins based upon what Christ did on the cross.  Lucrecia began to cry again.  
Cole asked her if she had ever done that and finally she said no.  Cole next asked her if she would like to receive Jesus and 
she said yes.  So on a beautiful Easter Sunday Lucrecia (10 yrs.) received the love and forgiveness of Jesus.  What joy seeing 
the living God use each of us to help transfer faith in Christ to our kids!  What a Resurrection Sunday!  Praise the Lord and 
way to go Cole! 
 
We purposely do have formal times when we teach God’s Word to our kids.  We have daily morning and evening devotions, 
we have fantastic Bible quiz teams, and our kids attend Church regularly.  On Saturday nights we put together a youth night 
for any kids who want to come.  We have prizes, games, worship music, and a message or testimony.  Our kids enjoy it.  
Normally we have some type of response time to pray or talk with someone.  Many Saturday nights several kids respond to 
spend some time praying to the Lord.  A couple of Saturday nights past I was very encouraged to see one of our boys re-
spond during the prayer time, something he had never done before.  Panchito is 13 years old.  He is a lot of fun but when it 
comes to the God stuff he is quiet.  I try to spend extra time with him.  I was very encouraged to see him respond and take a 
bold public step toward the Lord.  It is the hand of the living God touching, moving, and changing his life.  We are thankful. 
 
I am personally also rejoicing at all the Lord has been doing with our continued construction project.  We are very blessed to 
be having a group of four coming down to construct, install, and train our guys in welding of the roof for the workshop/
garage and storage building.  This is a big job but this team, Mike, Brian, Pete, and Karen are experts in metal work and 
welding.    This expertise is something our Guatemalan team didn’t have.  But the living God knew all this and has sent us 
the best.  We will keep you posted on the progress.  Praise the Lord.  Our next part of completing phase two is to have the 
electrical, plumbing, and finally a floor put in to complete this building.  So we will soon be needing some electrical guys 
and a plumber to help us get it right.  We trust the Lord to send the right people at the right time. 
 
As far as our other needs, we are still looking for a government social worker.  Please be in prayer for this as well as the pro-
vision to pay for someone.  This is a big  need and the government continues to push for it.  Please also pray with us on an-
other married couple to come and join our staff here in Guatemala.  I believe we need one more couple to help round out our 
staff.  This is a big need and big prayer request. 
 
Always pray for our kids to continue to do well in school, be responsive to the Lord, and willing to listen and work with us 
as we care for them.  Pray they will see the truth, love, and provision the living God has extended to them.  And pray we can 
model and teach his truth with them all along the way.  We can see how the living God has moved you to join in and help us 
care for them.  Thank you for your constant love and faithfulness. 
 
In  the name of Jesus, the living son of God, 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson 
 
 
  


