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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness to his wonderful light.” 
            I Peter 2:9 
 
“To see the way you boldly shared your faith convicted me about me sharing my faith.” 
“It was unbelievable to see you all open yur arms and hearts to me the very first time I met you.” 
“To know what you have been through and to see you now, ministers to me.” 
 
The Lord has called all of his people to be a “chosen people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation.”  Simply put, the Lord has 
determined all who belong to him are to be ministers of his gospel and his truth.  It matters not who you are, what abilities you 
do or don’t have, what family you are from, or even how old you are.  What counts is your faith expressing itself through love.  
A convinced follower of Jesus says, “I have to do something because the Lord has done so much for me,  the need is so great, 
and the consequences are forever.  I must act.” 
 
We have the privilege at Casa De Mi Padre of hosting whom I believe are some of the most wonderful Christian people on plan-
et earth.  It is a blessing for our kids to have these folks return year after year continuing the relationships they have established 
with them.  Our mission teams vary in size, configuration, and purpose.  We have those who come to help and spend time with 
our kids.  Others do a combination of spending time with the kids, serious evangelistic outreach, or working on the construction 
of our new children’s home.  Each group has its own personality and abilities.  And each mission team always brings their own 
special mix of encouragement for me.  These moments and experiences we share cannot be duplicated in any other way.   The 
last few groups have mentioned connecting in a special way with two of our boys, Jeshua and Andres.  We are actually the 
fourth institution they have been in.  At the other institutions, they had been asked leave, been kicked out, or have ran away. 
 
They lived with their mother, grandmother, and great grandmother.  Their mother is somewhat disconnected, and she and their 
grandmother have to work long hours to pay bills.  They are not mean to the boys and they do love them, but they absolutely 
cannot control them.  Several times the boys ended up in the streets of Guatemala City involved with various gangs to the extend 
of armed extortion.  At one point there was an exchange of gun fire and one of the boys sustained a flesh wound.  Thank God he 
was not hurt more seriously or even killed.  When they came to us they were completely out of control and masters of manipula-
tion.  There were several tough weeks trying to turn the boys around, but with God’s people praying, lots of love and discipline, 
and our wonderful staff working together, they did turn around.  The change in the boys has been stark. 
 
During the first three months one of the boys responded to the gospel and had a significant conversion experience.  At the end of 
the third month we went to our first court review with the boys.  The substitute judge liked what he saw and ordered them to re-
turn another three months to Casa De Mi Padre.  After court ended we were in the records office and the grandmother said to me 
that Jeshua had changed.  I asked “how do you mean?”  She answered, “He told me he had gotten God in his life.  And I could 
see he was changed.”   I said, “What do you mean you could see it?”  She responded, “I could see it in his eyes.  Before Jeshua 
could not look me in the eye.  His eyes before were always darting back and forth, full of anxiety.”  She continued, “It is all 
gone.  He looked me right in the eye as he spoke to me.  I saw peace in his eyes.  He has changed.” 
 
Three months later we appeared with the boys before the original judge who had dealt with Jeshua since he was ten years old.  
The court had every intention of sending the boys back with their mother and grandmothers.  The judge asked me for my opin-
ion.  I frankly stated “I believed the boy’s family loves them and have not treated them badly; however, without male leadership 
in the home the result would be the boys being completely out of control.”  What had been happening, when their mother and 
grandmother work up to 10 hours a day or more, they would lock the boys in the house with their 85-year-old great grandmother.  
It didn’t work.  The boys got bored and would get out and end on the streets in all kinds of bad situations which the judge was 
aware of.  I told the judge I believed if the boys returned they would quickly end up back up on the streets.   
 
After our time with the judge, we were asked to leave and the boys were to be brought in.  Twenty minutes later we were asked 
to return to the court room.  We returned to a totally different situation.  Remember, the judge has been working with the older 
boy for over two years since he was 10 years old.  The judge had not seen the boys since he had ordered them to Case De Mi 
Padre.  When we came back in before the judge the word I would use to describe the atmosphere was “baffled.”  The judge was 
searching for words and the government’s counsel was speechless.  They kept looking at each other and hem hawing.  The atti-
tude before was they wanted to send the kids home to return to the same situation they had come from.  The judge kept clearing 
his throat and looking down at the desk.  Finally, he looked over at the government counsel and with an incredulous look on his 



face the counsel nodded his head yes.  The judge pulled his words together and said “after speaking with the boys we think it 
would be best for the boys to stay at Casa De Mi Padre until the end of the school year. 
What had happened was in their interview with the boys had told the court they were doing great at Casa De Mi Padre and doing 
good in school and had been attending the whole time.  They said they loved their mother and grandmothers, but were afraid if 
they went back they would revert to the bad habits of the past and end up in the streets.  The judge was so impressed and moved 
by the change in the boys, he and the government counsel changed their minds and wanted them to stay with us.  So they have 
now been with us for over a year.  They have had their challenges, but their improvements have been miraculous.  Since that court 
date the boys have both received Christ and quickly responded in a very positive way to spiritual things. 
 
The last several mission groups we have had down have been very touched by these two boys.  Last week we had a team made up 
of several Southern Baptist churches from the Grand Crossing Baptist Association in Missouri.  They came to help us wherever 
we needed and spent lots of time with the kids.  They were incredible.  One of the things they helped us with was for our youth 
night.  They provided games and a super message for our youth.  At the end of the evening I gave an invitation to come and pray 
in response to the message.  I invited the kids who were carrying burdens too heavy for them to come and give them to the Lord.  
For several moments no one responded.  After a little more time, I spoke up and said if God is touching your heart tonight you 
need to respond.  As my words of encouragement settled over the crowd, two boys stood and walked up front and knelt down to 
pray.  Many others followed, guess who the first two were.  You guessed it, Andres and Jeshua.   
 
The last night for our groups, our kids put on a program and I tell some of the kid’s stories.  It is a very emotionally moving even-
ing.  At the end of the evening, we extend an invitation to the kids who feel led to speak to the group with the help of an interpret-
er.  And then, members of the group get to speak with kids.  With our last group, something that touched my heart was to hear 
many in the group say how our kids “ministered” to them.  Several said, “We came to minister to you, but you ministered to us.”  
Even as youth and children, our kids minister to our visiting American youth and adults by their conduct, boldness, and love for 
each other and the groups who visit.  I think it was what the apostle Peter was speaking of - we are a chosen people, having been 
chosen to serve.  We are a royal priesthood called to minister.  We are a holy nation founded to be unique and set apart from this 
world for this world.  And even children who choose to follow Jesus are included.  That includes our kids.  Praise God for all he 
has done! 
 
Construction Update:  At this time we are finishing the cistern and some other smaller projects.  We should be done by the end 
of the month.  Right now we are waiting on the architect to finish the new house plans.  Next we will have to send the finished 
plans to an electrical, structural, and hydraulic engineer to have the constructions plans produced.  The cost for this is about 
$1,000 a piece on top of the architect’s work.  We must have complete plans before we can begin.  We need financial help to get 
these finished up so we will be ready to break ground on the actual children’s living quarters soon.  Our plan calls to build four 
small “family style” homes on the property to shelter our children and staff at an early estimate of $65,000 per unit.  Each home 
will be able to house 12 to 14 adults and children.  The challenge is, at this time, we have no funds to begin the children’s homes.  
The Lord has been 100 percent faithful to the vision he has given me to this point.  So we shall wait patiently upon him so we can 
move forward.   
 
As a ministry and family, as well as me personally, our hearts are filled with overflowing gratitude for each one who has minis-
tered to us through your giving, visits, and prayers.  You are the “Royal Priesthood” who graciously and faithfully sustain our 
very lives providing our daily needs and constantly refresh our faith.  We love you and thank you. 
 
Ministering and being ministered too, 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson 


