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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“. . . He restores my soul . . .” 
             Psalm 23:3a 
 
“It will be so hard to leave.”   Putting my arms around her I quietly whispered, “I know, me too.” 
 
For a couple of days Reyna had not been acting right, even a little short and rude.  She always comes up after meals and wants 
a hug and a kiss.  As she came up to me I could clearly sense something was wrong.  I said, “You have not been acting right, 
what is up?”  Reyna didn’t say much.  Things went on for a couple more days. 
 
Finally, she was pretty disrespectful to Maria, our house mom.  Cole took her aside and pressed her to find out why the sudden 
change in her attitude and behavior.  After a few minutes Reyna expressed her fear and sadness about having to leave Casa De 
Mi Padre.  She was scared and a little angry. 
 
That night I sat and talked with Reyna.  I had to pull out my tough love and explain to her the reason Casa De Mi Padre exists 
is to help children in need.  It is our heart to love, care, and share the truth and love of Jesus with the children we are entrusted 
with.  As they grow to adulthood we are obligated by conscience to as gently as possible replace them into a safe place where 
they can continue to grow and receive some level of vocational or educational training to become a complete and well rounded, 
functioning adult.  We have found the best way to accomplish this is to locate a Christian Guatemalan family who are willing 
to take them in and lead and guide them within the security and wisdom of their Guatemalan culture. 
 
For almost all of our kids Casa De Mi Padre has gladly borne the burden to take each one in as broken as they were and begin 
the task of allowing God to use us to bring restoration and healing into their lives.  Most of the kids are one, two, or even five 
years behind in their education.  This is a costly and time consuming undertaking to attempt to correct.  So often their emotions 
are shattered and we are tasked to create a loving, stable environment where the children can trust again and open their hearts 
to receive and give love.  And of course, we rely on the truth and love of the Lord to offer the miracle of salvation, the only 
true way to restore their souls.  As time passes we cannot help but fall in love with each one as the Lord provides the grace to 
love and care for them.  And as the hurt of the past begins to lift, their unique personalities reemerge.  That is fun to see. 
 
When Reyna arrived, she was crushed.  She and her brother lived with their father and stepmother.  Their father was nice to 
them but the stepmother was criminally abusive and violent with them.  The stepmother also had children from another mar-
riage.  Reyna and her brother Juanito cared for the other children each day while their father and stepmother went to work.  If 
things were not done the way the stepmother wanted them, Reyna and Juanito were beaten.  At this time they were only twelve 
and nine years old.  
 
At some point the stepmother wanted Reyna to make 300 tortillas the stepmother would sell.  When the stepmother came 
home, Reyna had not finished all of them.  The stepmother went into a rage and taking a plastic Pepsi bottle placed it over the 
open flame of the cooking fire getting it melting hot and then proceeded to press the melting plastic on Reyna’s body leaving 
her with 20 third-degree burns scaring her for life while her little brother Juanito looked helplessly on.  It was for acts such as 
these the two children were placed in Casa Di Mi Padre just over six years ago.  Reyna is now 18 years old and the time for her 
to step out as a young woman has come. 
 
The morning after Reyna had talked with Cole, and she had explained to him why she was not acting right, I had a conversa-
tion with her.  She came up to me after breakfast to say thank you for the meal and receive her morning hug.  She began to tear 
up and confessed, “It will be so hard to leave.”  I told her I understood and it was sad for me as well.   
 
Several months before this time we were at Pastor Brady’s church.  Our staff had been praying and looking for a Christian 
family who might want to take Reyna.  We have learned if the kids try and return to their families or even the same area where 
they came from they quickly revert to the same situation and condition they came out of.  It is just the way it is.  So finding a 
stable Christian family is the best answer by far.  The children cannot go out on their own, not in Guatemala.  It is just too dif-
ficult and dangerous.  As church came to an end it was time for the announcements.  I felt a tug on my heart after the audience 
was asked, “Are there any more announcements?”  I raised my hand.  I walked up to the front.  I reminded the church the mis-
sion of Casa De Mi Padre was to help children who have lost all.  I reminded them in time each one of our kids must transition 
out of our children’s home and be placed with a loving Christian family in order to survive the transition with any hope. 
 



I continued, “We have two such children who we have been asking the Lord to provide homes for.”  I asked Reyna and Ger-
son to come and stand beside me.  I told the church these two young people need a family who will love them and care for 
them.  “We are asking you to consider opening your hearts and your home to one of these kids.”  The kids were scared and 
so was I.  Reyna began to tear up.  I put my arm around her.  It was an awkward moment.  But I thought if I can’t take this 
need before God’s people who have known our kids for years and love them, where else can I go?  We sat down. 
 
After the audience was dismissed, a family came up to Reyna and me and said, “We would be willing to take Reyna.”  I 
looked at Reyna and said, “What do you think?”  She got her beautiful one-sided smile and gave a nod of approval.  I told 
Reyna and the family we would let her come and spend some weekends with them and work toward a final decision.  The 
Lord used that awkward moment in a very powerful way.  The weekend visits went perfectly.  Reyna was very happy. 
 
This past Sunday night we invited Reyna’s new family to her special going-away dinner.  Maria cooked a wonderful dinner 
and we had a time of great fellowship and fun.  I have known Reyna’s new family since I first came to Guatemala.  They are 
great and fun people and very solid in their church.  Their commitment to her is to care for her as one of their own kids.  Our 
commitment is to continue to fund the education she needs.  As the Lord provides, we will do this. 
 
After dinner we went to the living room and I shared some words and a few of the other kids and staff shared some words 
with Reyna as well.  Then we showed a slide show of Reyna’s life at Casa De Mi Padre.  Oh my, in those old pictures they 
are all just babies.  Reyna cried and laughed as the pictures scrolled by.  Finally, we took some pictures with her new family.  
Reyna is very happy to be going with her new family, while still a little sad at the same time.  I reminded her she could visit 
at any time.  She departed with them.  The next morning I certainly had a heaviness in my heart.  But I am sure we will see 
her soon.  Keep Reyna in prayer as she begins this new chapter in her life. 
 
As for other news here, on the construction front we are excited to report we have a roof on our workshop/garage.  Praise the 
Lord!  We want to thank everyone who has given and come to help.  Next, we need to put in our electrical system.  We need 
a couple experienced electricians to come to help if possible the first of July.  We cannot get a floor until this is done.  Please 
pray with us and pass the word.  We also need to raise around $6,500.00 to purchase the supplies needed for the electrical 
system.  Please pray with us on this or consider a special gift to meet this need. 
 
Please pray for the giving to our General Fund budget for our present house.  This past couple of months it has been down 
and has now progressed to a critical low level.  Please also pray for all of our other kids.  Pray for wisdom for us to know 
how to teach, lead, guide, and provide for them all.  Each one is a special gift to us to care for as long as the Lord sees fit. 
 
And, of course, it cannot go without saying, “Thank you all” for all you have done for the ministry of Casa De Mi Padre.  
Thanks each of you who have played a direct part in Reyna’s life.  You have made a big difference in her life.  And thank all 
of those who are believing for the future ministry of Casa De Mi Padre.  We are building and preparing for the next genera-
tion of children and missionaries as well.  Thank you for allowing the Lord to use you to help restore Reyna’s soul.  And 
thank you in advance for the many others who will be restored before Jesus returns to restore all things to himself.   
 
Praying for restored souls, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson 


