
 

 

November 2019 

 

Dear Family and Friends, 

“Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there 

as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.’” 

            Genesis 22:1 

The best way to share the story of what the Lord had done in our ministry, is with our children’s own words.  I recently asked 

Ruben to write the story of what God has done in his life since he came to Casa De Mi Padre. 

“I was born into a very poor family.  My mother did everything she could for us.  One day, I remember my father being very 

drunk, came in and began to beat my brother and me.  He was an alcoholic and beating us up was a normal daily occurrence.  

But this day was much worse.  Our neighbors heard the commotion and understood the severity of the abuse.  In time they con-

tacted the authorities.  The government authorities questioned us.  But we kept silent and said nothing because we were afraid.  

Finally, we told the truth.  The child services sent us to the juvenile judge, and he ordered us to a very large orphanage.” 

“In time my uncle decided to have us come and live with him.  After receiving an order from the judge, he came and took us 

out of the orphanage.  My mother also came to live with us.  I began to go to school and work with my uncle.  In time my moth-

er got sick with Bell’s palsy.  She was sick for one year.  In time she returned to live with my father.  Later my father came to 

where we were staying to see my uncle.  My father accused my uncle of kidnapping us and caused lots of problems.  So my 

uncle returned us to the judge because he didn't want any more trouble with my father.  The judge ordered us to Casa De Mi 

Padre.  I was nine years old and my brother was eleven.” 

“At Casa De Me Padre they gave us lots of love.  And, they taught us about the love of God.  When I came here I met a won-

derful man.  He was like a father to me, his name was Papa Shane.  He loved us very much.” 

“Growing  up at Casa De Mi Padre we always went to church.  One Sunday morning at Sunday school our teacher was teaching 

that all of us were sinners and Christ had come to save us.  That morning I decided to accept Christ as my Savior.  After this I 

didn’t feel empty any more.  I’d had so much hatred for my father because he had beaten my bother and me so much.  But I was 

able to forgive my father for everything he had done because God had forgiven me.” 

One day I found out I had a little sister.  I was finally able to meet her.  She was very sick with Down’s syndrome.  At this time 

my mother was also sick, but now she had heart problems.  But through all this, the Lord was working in my heart.” 

“In 2018 I was at a youth retreat in Xela, Guatemala.  At the retreat I felt God calling me to serve him in the ministry to teach 

others the gospel.  I am now 17 years old and very close to transitioning out of Casa De Mi Padre. I am a little sad because Casa 

De Mi Padre is my family.  Papa Shane is the father I never had.  And for this I love Papa Shane very much.” 

“Next year I will be studying theology and serving on mission with a local church and be finishing high school with an empha-

sis on international cooking.  I am very thankful for Casa De Mi Padre for all they have done for me and for all those who have 

helped me.  I am thankful for my child sponsors and, most importantly God, because he rescued me and gave me a new life.” 

When Ruben and his brother Peter came to our home over nine years ago, I had no idea the challenges they would present to us, 

nor the joy and blessings they would bring, as they grew.  It is truly a work of God seeing the wonderful young men they have 

become.  I am also very thankful for all those who have sacrificed so much to enable us to provide everything the boys have 

needed.  I am thankful for the staff members who have served with us through the years and have had an impact on these boys.  

I am also thankful for the wonderful Guatemalan people who have served with us and helped pour into our kids. 

Now comes a difficult season for me.  Peter transitioned out two years ago and Ruben will be transitioning out in January.  He 

will be going to a town about two hours from us to live with a very godly, gracious Christian woman and her son.  Her son, 

Juan Carlos, is 25 years old, a worship leader and pastor of a small church.  Ruben will be serving alongside Juan Carlos in the 

church while finishing his final two years of high school.  He will also begin studying theology on Friday evenings.  Ruben will 

have a full schedule and will gain a lot of practical ministry experience.  He will and be mothered by a fantastic Christian lady.  

And Juan Carlos will be mentoring him all the way.  We are thankful for this wonderful provision. 



The difficult part, is letting the kids go.  In a very small way it reminds me of Abraham’s testing.  God gave Abraham a test I 

could never have passed.  He told him to “Take your son.”  I cannot imagine a more personal test then having to take your own 

child and do what the Lord was asking Abraham to do.  And then God said, “your only son”.  In Abraham’s eyes, Isaac was all 

that he had.  Abraham would be left with nothing.  God continued with, “whom you love.”  God chose the one Abraham loved 

most to display the depth of Abraham’s devotion and love for God.  And finally, God asked him to “Sacrifice him there.” 

I cannot fathom the level of love and obedience Abraham had toward God.  This level of faith is far beyond anything I could ever 

muster.  This is why Abraham was awarded the title, “Father of Faith”- and, rightly so.  It was tough to see Peter, Ruben’s broth-

er, leave us two years ago.  Because of Ruben’s strong love for me it will be a great sacrifice for me.  But this is what the Lord 

has called us to do; to shelter them for a time, share God’s Word with them as they grow, and then return them to touch their 

country and family for Christ.  In January we will send two of our best out from Casa De Mi Padre, Fermina and Ruben.  It will 

be hard.  We love them so much.  It is a little like what the Lord asked Abraham to do.  We will entrust them into His hands.  

On the Construction Front, we were able to pour the footings for our first children’s cottage in one pour.  We had two teams 

working simultaneously, our construction staff, our older boys from the house, and a few friends.  It went well but the boys really 

had to push to make it happen.  And now, the walls are beginning to go up. 

Architect News:  We did find a capable, well qualified architect to finish the plans for the project at a substantial savings.  He 

will be sending us the electrical and plumbing plans for the children’s cottages right when we need them.  Answered prayer. 

Casa De Mi Padre’s annual rent is due by January 1, 2020.  We have the option to pay the rent in one lump sum or monthly.  

If we are able to raise the funds for the one-time payment of $10,000 we can save $2,600 for the year.  If not, we will pay month-

ly at the higher rate.  The cost per child and staff for a night’s stay per year is just under $1 per person.  Whether we pay monthly 

or in one payment the funds must be raised.  Please pray for this great need.  If you would like to help, just label your gift “Casa 

rent.”  Any amount will help.  We are trusting the Lord for this.  The donation deadline is December 31, 2019. 

We would like to invite you to our biannual Big Event, A Children’s Christmas for Casa De Mi Padre.  The date is Decem-

ber 14, 2019, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at William Jewell College, Liberty, Missouri.  The dinner will feature special music, 

decorations, and an update on some of our older kids as well as a few stories of the new kids the Lord has sent us.  We want to 

give an update on the progress of the construction and share the vision of our future ministry site and children’s home.  We also 

will be sharing eternal investment opportunities that will impact the lives of orphans now and in the future.  And we will  be un-

veiling a very special project that will include a surprise guest. 

To register or have a personal invitation sent to a friend please contact Fawn Brents at: ChildRescueChristmas@gmail.com or call 

Fawn at 816-728-8688.  Or to register on line go to: childrescue.eventbrite.com. 

I look forward to the family of Christ coming together to celebrate what God has done and join us in completing the vision.  We 

need our friends to invite new friends to join in and help.  If you are not able to come to our Children’s Christmas Dinner but 

would love to help, go on line at givetocasa.com and place “Construction 2020” in the memo line of your donation.  Any size gift 

will help us reach our goal. 

As thanksgiving approaches, we have so much to be thankful for.  I am thankful for each of the children the Lord has sent us.  I 

am thankful for our talented staff that the Lord has provided.  I am thankful for our future home that the Lord is helping us build.  

I am also very thankful to each and every one of our supporters.  We couldn’t do any of this without you.  And most importantly, 

I am thankful to God, for his tender call, leading, and provision.  To God be the glory! 

Following in the footsteps of the faithful. 

 

 

Joseph Shane Sanderson    


