
January 2019 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God...” 
 
             John 1:12 
 
As the kids were finishing up breakfast several of them came up to give me a hug and say thank you.  I always return their ap-
preciation in kind.  I also try to take a moment with each one to see how he/she is doing and give them a word of encourage-
ment or instruction.  One of our little girls, Lucrecia came for a hug and a kiss.  After she said “Thank You for breakfast” I 
asked her if she was happy.  She said yes.  I next asked why are you happy?  She thought a moment and said, “Because God 
lives in my heart.”  Her sweet smile was conformation she is beginning to understands God’s love for her.  I believe she has 
been given the right to become a child of God.   
 
I want to start this new year by expressing our thanksgiving and gratitude for all the Lord has done.  I am thankful for all he has 
brought us through.  We are thankful for each child he has entrusted to us.  I am thankful for all the great Guatemalan staff 
members he has sent to help us.  I am also very blessed and thankful for our U.S. missions staff who are doing such a super job 
as well as several who are dreaming and waiting in the wings to come and join us.  I am thankful for our state-side administra-
tive partners at Midland Ministries, and our behind-the-scene board members who help and support me personally, providing 
an unbelievable amount of insight, wisdom, and inspiration to help me lead, direct, and provide for the whole of the ministry. 
 
My heart swells with gratitude and joy just thinking about all the different pastors, assistant pastors, and lay church members 
who make up the missions teams who come and visit us.  Some visit every couple of years, others come year after year.  The 
amount of love and enthusiasm for our children they bring is absolutely fantastic.  The amount of help they bring us is incalcu-
lable.  The depth of the love of Christ they bring and the opportunities for evangelism in our city we share together cannot be 
replicated any other way than by their coming.   
 
The largest group of people I am personally and we as a ministry are thankful for are our child sponsors, churches, and the 
many individuals who support our kids and the ministry each month.  We are grateful for the gracious hearts and sacrificial 
giving of these saints.  Their faithful consistency is what we have been able to build this ministry upon.  Another great blessing 
I am grateful for is all the caring friends of the ministry who helped pull together and gave towards the rent of our present 
home for 2019.  Not only do we save quite a bit paying in this form, but it also takes a huge burden off my shoulders, worrying 
throughout the year about this.  Thank you all! 
 
I want to also thank each and everyone who has given great or small toward our ongoing new property construction project.  
This is huge.  You have invested in the future of our ministry which will outlive us all.  As we continue building, we are adding 
to the kingdom of God tools that will be used by faithful men and women who will come behind us.  Thank you for all your 
sacrifice.  We will keep building for the future as the Lord provides. 
 
And, finally, I am grateful for the many of you who have supported me personally to keep me sustained and serving the Lord.  
Thank you for your love, prayers, and financial support to help meet my needs.  Sometimes people don’t always understand the 
missionary is the first line of the mission.  Without those willing to go and give of their time, passion, and heart to serve, no 
one would be served, let alone the purposes of God be advanced.  Thank you for providing and giving me the privilege to 
serve.  Without all of these different groups of people we wouldn’t exist.  So to start the year out right, Thank You All!   
 
To catch up on a few happenings this past month, our Christmas at Casa De Mi Padre was absolutely beautiful.  Jodi Brager, 
the director of Southside Youth Outreach, in St. Joseph, Missouri, brought down a wonderful team to help with our youth camp 
and throw a Christmas bash for the kids that was absolutely fantastic.  Thanks to Jodi and Tom, Ryan and Jeanne, Liz, Fawn, 
and Pastor John, and all our Child Sponsors just to name a few, who helped pull together to make Christmas very special for 
the children of Casa De Mi Padre. 
 
The mission team also served at our youth camp for our kids and many other area children.  We had 53 kids this year.  Many 
made positive decisions for the Lord and responded to God’s calling for their lives.  One of our dear Guatemalan friends, Sur-
gio Sanchez preached the word with much passion.  Several of our long-time Guatemalan friends, Gloria, Anna, Byron, and 
Enid, who have served year after year also came to help.  And Loli (our cook) served dinner each evening for 83 campers and 
staff.  I could not do it without them.  It was a wonderful life changing, well worth it week.   



Again this year our older kids participated in a two-week evangelistic training and outreach mission at the Good Shepard Center 
with Roger and Vicki Grossman.  Roger and Vicki are gifted in biblical teaching and evangelistic training.  Our kids spent the 
first week in training and preparing for VBS outreaches and hard core door-to-door evangelism.  The second week the kids 
teamed up with local churches up in the mountains and ministered to children and adults alike.  It is always challenging and 
fruitful in the lives of those ministering and to the people ministered to.  Many made decisions for Christ.   
 
Antonio, one of our older boys, shared with me a couple of things he had learned.  In his own words, “I learned a lot.  I was 
thinking about all the things I have tried in my life that were not Godly but of the world.  None of those things makes me truly 
happy.  It is only when I am following God and serving him that I really feel happy.  But often I stray from what God wants.”  I 
told Antonio, “Welcome to the fight of your life.  It is the struggle we all have, just keep serving Jesus” 
 
While at the training center one evening, Antonio was speaking with another Guatemalan friend of ours, Marco.  In Antonio’s 
words, “I asked Marco what is the difference I feel at Casa De Mi Padre?  When I am there I feel protected and it is so easy to 
follow God.  Marco told me, It is because the people at Casa De Mi Padre know what the Word of God says, and try to live by 
it.  That is the difference.”  I thought it was awesome for Antonio to have thought this and then express it. 
 
Other Ministry Items: 
 
A Seismic Shift:  After much prayer and consideration the Child Rescue board has rethought our overall property construction 
design.  Instead of constructing one big structure to house the ministry and children we are going to build a common house with 
office, storage, dining, and meeting spaces.  This building will also house the director and family.  Then we shall construct four 
smaller homes for the children and a Guatemalan married couple.  This way the children will live and grow up in something 
more similar to a Guatemalan home.  But at the same time we will have a larger space to meet together as a full ministry family 
for dining, play, devotions, and needed meetings.  The common house will also be spacious enough for our US teams to interact 
with all the kids together.  This is very important.  Of course the property will have the feel and look of a private residence, an 
important trademark of Casa De Mi Padre.  So as God provides we will continue building for the future.   
 
A Current Need:  Something we have needed for the kids and especially for our older boys who have gotten pretty big, are bet-
ter mattresses.  We have always used foam pads and they were fine when the kids were smaller.  But now, because of the size of 
the older kids, the foam no longer holds up for any length of time.  So we need to replace the foam pads with real mattresses.  
The price is $225 per mattress.  We will need to purchase a total of 22 beds.  Please pray about this need.  If you would like to 
help us put the kids to bed right, please let me know. 
 
A Personal Need:  Finally, I have a personal need.  I normally do not write about these because the sponsors who support me 
personally have been so faithful.  Now the difficult reality is, many of them in these past few years have gone on to be with the 
Lord.  So, I am needing a new generation of saints to join in supporting me personally so I will be able to continue to serve the 
Lord.  I have set a goal of raising $2,500 in new monthly support.  Please join me in prayer about this.  I would be happy to 
meet with individuals, a church, or organization to share my personal support needs or present our ministry.  Send me an email 
and we can set a date to met when I’m in the states.   
 
We will continue to serve whole heartedly while looking forward to the future so that other children will be able to express the 
same hope as Lucrecia, “I am happy because God lives in my heart.”  We are hoping that through this work many more through 
the years will become children of God. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson 


