
     “NOOOOO, COLE, NOOOOOOOO. PLLEEAASSEEEE, DON’T LET THEM 
TAKE ME. NNNOOOOOO PLLEEAASSEEEEEEE PLLEEAASSEEEE: THEY HIT 
ME, THEY HIT ME, I DON’T WANT TO GO BACK PLLEEAASSEEEEE. DON’T 
LET THEM TAKE MEEEEEEEEEEE.” I tried to stay strong; I couldn’t hold 
back my hurt, concern, and fear of what will happen to our sweet young 
child. I tried my best to tell him we have to hold fast to God: to the fact 
that He loves you and that He will be with you wherever you go. HE loves 
you dearly; what He permits in our lives He uses for overall good. He will 
be with you. I held him, hugged him, prayed with him. My heart wasn’t 
settled. I went back to the judge and asked him to listen to the terror of 
this child. I don’t care if his father says it only happened once and was a 
mistake and that he felt guilty. “This child is full of fear; you can’t send 
him back like this and cause further trauma.” The judge said he had 
made his decision, and the child needed to be with his family. I returned 
to our child to comfort him, but with nothing else we could do, we had to 
make a plan of how to move forward wisely… 

    Well, I don’t know if the absolute horror and 
pain of that situation comes across as strong as 
it felt in that moment. It was probably one of, if 
not the, hardest days in my 5 years on mission.  
In Elias’ court case, his father described him as a 
child who was disruptive, unruly, and a thief. 
This was not the Elias we had come to know. He 
said he tried to correct him, but nothing 
worked. The village leaders told him that he 
had to get his child under control, that he must 
use Mayan punishment “Xicay,” in their native 
language pronounced “She-kai.” This means 
that you need to hit the child in front of the 
leaders. This is what the father said, and he said 
he knew it was wrong. But it was apparent to us 

that when Elias arrived, he had been beaten on multiple occasions due to 
new, scabbed, and scarred marks. O friends, as I think about it now, it again 
brings me to tears, it hurts so bad.  What do you say to Elias, who looks to you to protect him and with everything in 
your heart you want to? But when a judge makes his ruling and you appeal it to no avail, what more can you do?   
     We knew there was nothing else to do, but we would have to work with where we were. The father and son were 
ordered to do counseling together. I quickly thought, “Ok, this is what we have to do.” I asked the father if I could 
drive them to their home about an hour and a half away; I encouraged him that I would buy lunch so that he would 
save money. He agreed. We went to Casa, packed Elias’s things, and prayed over him as he cried and begged to stay. 
By the end of packing, he calmed down. I told his father that since we had some time before lunch, why don’t I go 
ahead and take them to the psychologist in town and get their first appointment set up. He agreed, 
and I personally informed the psychologist of all that had happened and was happening. I did my 
best to be fair but truthful, in hopes she would take extra interest and care.  We took a few of Elias’ 
roommates from Casa to comfort him as we took him home. When we stopped to eat, the children 
sat a little way away while I sat with Elias’ father and other son (18) who was with him. I gave a 
convicting but liberating gospel presentation to them and shared my own failures of my past and 
the redemption I found in Christ. I called out this man’s disregard and sinful acts as gracefully as I 
could and called him to repentance. I also threw in that if this were to happen again, he would most  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Updates and Thanks… 
We want to praise God and thank you and 
for His great provision for us to be able to 
purchase a larger vehicle for ministry and 
family. Thank you all who contributed!!!  
There is probably another $800 of costs 
regarding insurance and fees for the 
government and title transfer, but we are 
elated that everything else had been 
provided for!  

We also want to praise God and thank all 
you who prayed for and have helped with 
our transitional kids’ education expenses.  
We currently have an Awana’s group 
(Biblical children’s program) who is also 
raising funds for this need!!!  What a good 
and faithful God. We are praising Him and 
love seeing Him move when we 
confidently trust in Him in full Faith!!!  
Thank you!!!



likely spend many years in prison (who knows if the 
government would actually do this, but it felt right, and 
would be right). In a moment that the father was away, I 
pleaded with the older son to look out for his brother. I 
told him his God-given responsibility to see to what is 
right and encouraged him God will honor that. I believed 
there was a special purpose that he too was there that 
day. I gave him our contact information and shared that 
we are always here to help. We continued to go and drop 
them off, learning where they lived so that we could make 
future visits.   
     We have made one visit since then, and the boy was 
happy to see us. We questioned him about many things, 
and he seems ok for now. It was a very different Elias 
from the Elias we had known, much quieter. I know that 
the unconditional love, clear boundaries, loving 
discipline, and true compassion for our children always 
seems to bring the fullness of a child out when they are in 
the security of our home. Regardless, the judge made his 
decision, so that is his life now. We specifically asked if he 
had been hit or beaten, and he said he had not. So, we 
will continue to visit and make sure he is ok. Please join 
us in praying over Elias, that he would hold fast to all 
we taught him and know he is loved. Pray that his 
family would come to true repentance.  
     Because of this terribly hard situation, that week as 
Sarah, our babies, and I were walking and praying, we 
felt God pressing on our hearts the weight of these 
situations. Government agencies have encouraged us to 
have our own lawyer, social worker, and psychologist. We 
asked God if we needed our own lawyer to help fight for 
the children, a social worker to investigate the homes, 
and a replacement for our psychologist, who was stepping 
down. We felt it would be good, but we wanted it to be 
clearly from Him. If it was clearly from Him, then nothing 
else mattered; we could trust in that. We prayed and 
asked Him to show us. We thought about the fact that we 
are already paying for other things for this ministry in 
pure FAITH that He will provide (paying these things 
without enough committed monthly supporters), so we 
prayed that He would provide for all that He wills in 
these things. We prayed passionately and in absolute 

faith.   
     Long story short, we had another serious court case 
coming up for two of our girls we call “sisters” because, 
even though they have no blood relation, they came to 
Casa together and have gone through so much life 
together. The judge wants to send them both with one of 
the girls’ step-brother, who is only 18 and the girls had 
never known. Thinking it would be a good time to see if 
God would provide a lawyer, I looked for some 
recommendations, and, sure enough, when I visited the 
first lawyer and shared our vision and desire to protect 
the kids if we are not sure the homes are safe, he was 
very moved. He told me he was all in, was a believer, and 
wanted to do it all to the Glory of God, for the Kingdom 
of God. I felt God’s goodness and praised Him right there 
in front of and with this lawyer. But I had another 
question (because many people here want to help out an 
American and still desire to gain for themselves). I shared 
that we did not have the funds and were sure that God 
would provide. I acknowledged that I knew he had to 
take care of himself and His family and he deserved a fare 
wage for this. When, I asked if he could help in any way, 
he said, “Yes, yes! I know I want to do this for God and 
His children there in your home.” He told me that 
normally the market value for each court hearing like this 
is Q1200-Q1800 ($160-$240), and I thought, 
“Uuugghhhhh, ok, well God will provide if He wills it...” 
Then the man continued to tell me that he said he wants 
to help, so he will charge nothing for consultations and 
only Q200 ($26.50) per court hearing!!!!! I don’t think 
there are enough exclamation marks there, but I don’t 
want to take up all the room. Praise God, praise God, 
Praise God, O our Father is so good, O he loves us so 
much. We must hold fast to Him and trust Him!!! We 
must seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
Righteousness and He will provide all that we need. And 
we must believe it with all or hearts, for it is true!!!  O 
praise our King and Savior! Oh yeah, and did I mention 
that this lawyer formerly worked for the government 
agency that saves children from abusive situations (kind 
of like our child protective services in the U.S.)?  PRAISE 
THE LORD; O YOU ARE WORTHY OF ALL PRAISE AND ALL 
HONOR!!!!

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST = MCCAULEY’S ON MISSION                             WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/COLEANDSARAHM MARCH 19, 2020

NEW STAFFING NEEDS 

So, with this act of provision of a lawyer and care for us and our children, we will move forward praying for and looking for a social worker who 
will investigate diligently as our children’s safety depends on it. Pray that God would lead us in this and provide the person and the funding. We 
also have had our counselor/psychologist from the States who raised all her own support adjust her role to focus on advocacy and helping with 
other administrative tasks. We feel that we now need a Guatemalan giving counseling and therapy and filling out needed court documents, so Sarah 
and I are also praying for this person and the funds to be able to hire a psychologist who will love and understand the children and home. But if 
we have seen anything, it’s that God 
will provide if it is His will!!! And if 
these things are not provided for, we 
will praise Him, continue praying and 
re-evaluate. O, I ask today at the end 
of this letter that you would just draw 
near to our Lord and King: arrive at 
His feet, brothers and sisters, He 
loves you so much...no matter what 
has happened in your life, He will 
wash you clean of your sin.  Trust in 
Him and praise His name today!!!


