
“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s 
teaching.” - Proverbs 1:8  

“Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” - Proverbs 22:6 

    If you wanted to talk to someone about the value of education, it probably 
wouldn’t be me. Although my family was scholarly and put a great emphasis 
on education, I ignored it all. I joked and played my way through grade 
school, survived the bi-weekly detentions and in-line skated my way through 
middle school... I fished, weight lifted, and football trained my way through 
9th-10th grades, then flirted, smoked, and partied my way through my last 
years of high school and beginning years of college (and when I say partied, I 
pretty much mean slowly drank and drugged my life into a crisis). Eventually, 
I encountered Christ, and that was my biggest passion while trying to gain 
victory over many of my fleshly desires and habits. So, I fought my old 
addictions and followed Christ through my 3rd and 4th years of college. I then 
took a break and matured as I worked caring for individuals with disabilities. 
When I committed to move to Guatemala, I felt it right to accomplish 
something with my studies; after all my parents had done to support me, I 
didn’t want it to be a complete waste. So, in my fifth year of college, I 
finished up my associate’s degree as I worked and raised support to move to 
Guatemala. Not until that last year did I appreciate the value of education 
and enjoy learning. 

     One of the things that originally impressed me about Casa de Mi Padre 
was the strong commitment to the education of the children. Aside from God 
and the Biblical edification of our children here, their education is one of the 
most important parts of what we do. We know that it is ultimately most 
important that our children truly know and walk with God and that if they 
hold fast to Him, He will provide all they need and give all the direction they 
need in their lives. But we also know that education is extremely important 
for a better understanding of all things, and it is especially important for our 
children to be successful and have a career that will help them provide for 
themselves and their families one day. We have often said to the children that 
it is our job to pay the bills, buy the food, take care of them, love them, and 
teach them the word of God, and it’s their job to work hard in their studies, 
to make sure that they are learning the materials needed, and to get good 
grades. Most of them are grateful and work very hard. We have averaged 16 
of our children being in the top 18 of their individual classes over the last 5 
years. This is due to the great foundation that Shane put in our home. Our 
children attend classes from 7:00am- 12:00pm Monday through Friday; after 
arriving home, changing out of their uniforms, eating lunch, and a little time 
for recreation, our children do their homework all together at the table 
2-4pm every day. It is a beautiful thing to see the culture; we barely even 
have to remind them each day. They know what’s expected, and they mostly 
do it well. Oh, I am so thankful for all of our children and their desire to 
learn. Growing up with my animosity and hatred of studies and homework, it is truly amazing to see children like 
this, and I am so thankful! We must continue to pray that God would bless our children’s studies and that He 
would be preparing them for great and prosperous futures. 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Graduation!



     We are extremely proud to announce that this is our 
first year that we have not had one child fail any of 
their classes!!! This is huge; we always have a few 
children who do not want to do their studies, and we 
continually have to teach and correct them. There have 
been three specific children who have struggled, so this 
is a big deal for these kids!!! We praise God that our 
and their hard work has paid off, and we pray that 
they have enjoyed the feeling of improvement and 
success. Just last week, we had a graduation ceremony 
for the graduates of our home! (In Guatemala, the 
school year is January through October.) Brenda 
graduated from elementary school, and we had four 
older boys graduate secondary. Here in Guatemala they 
graduate after 10th grade then study 11th and 12th with 
a focus in a certain profession. We will be having four 
young men who will move on to this level of their 
education next year. Please be praying for Antonio, 
Geovany, Jimmy, and Walter as they will be taking 
the first steps toward choosing a career path to 
pursue. 

     We want to thank all of you who were praying for 
the new tutor we needed this year. Armando, who we 
chose for the job, has been more than we could have 
expected. As a retired teacher, he works with us 
because he fell in love with our mission and our 
children. After a week of teaching the kids, Armando 
noticed that our older boys had no physics classes and 
he told me they would struggle in higher education if 
they didn’t have it.  So, after the regular homework 
time he had committed to supervise, Armando started 
teaching an extra hour worth of physics to these boys. 
A couple months later, Ruben, who transitioned out of 
our home earlier this year, came to visit us and 
mentioned to the older boys how he was failing a 
physics class because he was never taught about it. 

Praise God for Armando’s wisdom, 
and ask that he will continue being 
a conscientious guide for our kids!!!  

     Speaking of these graduates... we 
have a fast-coming need. We need you 
to be praying for Antonio and Juanito. 
They will be transitioning out this 
next year. We have been looking for 
homes for each of them; this is 
normally challenging but has seemed 
to be even more so in 2020. We know 
that God has not been surprised by this 
need at all; He sits on His throne and 
reigns, as He always has, and always 
will. He has had a perfect and glorious 
plan all along.  We will remain 
confident as we continue to petition and communicate 
needs we face. We are confident that the Lord of all, 
the owner of the cattle on a thousand hills, the Father 
of the fatherless will provide!!! Join us in petitioning 
for Antonio and Juanito: we are asking God for two 
loving families who live in Guatemala City.  

     This month we are also blessed to have Fawn 
Brents, one of our board members of Casa de Mi Padre, 
visiting us. She is focusing on our young people who 
grew up at Casa de Mi padre and have transitioned 
out. She deeply desires to minister to them and help 
them continue to walk in the ways of Jesus. She also 
wants to focus and help their continual healing from 
past abuses. All of our transitional kids are taking a 
week to come back to Quiché while Shane and Fawn 
host them. Please be praying for all of them. The last 
two years, I have taken the transitional kids on a trip 
after the school year ends, but I am thankful that Fawn 
is here this year to provide this special opportunity for 
them.
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CONTINUING TO CARE FOR OUR KIDS 

     One thing that God put on Sarah and my hearts is to make sure the young people in the transitional program have what they need 
even though they no longer live with us. Being in their late teens and early twenties, they are becoming more independent, but are not 
yet ready to provide for all their own needs. Many of the families where these kids stay have enough resources to help provide a place 
to sleep and food, but often that is all they can do. Sarah and I thought that each year (normally during the transitional kids’ trip) we 
could buy each of them a new pair of shoes and three sets of clothes mostly from “pacas” which are stores with used clothing from the 
USA. With an afternoon of searching, you can always find nice clothing.  
     So, we will be following 
that desire. This will cost 
about 800 quetzales per 
child, which is $106 each, 
so $636 for all of them. If 
you could help with these 
blessings for our young 
people, we and they would 
be very grateful!!! 

Blessings to all!  
The McCauleys  
and the kids of Casa


