
Well, we have some exciting news! I wish I could sit with you so you could hear it from my mouth. I fret about 
writing straight from my heart sometimes, because it doesn’t always seem natural, but I will do my best to 
share my heart and what God is doing in our ministry. I feel honored and have awaited this day as I have 
sensed this was God’s leading. First though, I want to share my gratitude for God saving me, and share a little 
of my heart for many of you who have only briefly met me at a church service.… 

    Oh, how I have tasted and seen that God is good! I am often humbled, sometimes by my own choice and many a 
time only by the sovereign will of our Lord. My life had not been easy, formerly due to many of my own decisions, 
and now only for the normal challenges and hurts of this world, but I would not change a thing. I actually am very 
thankful that I had previously lived for the things of this world and lived in rebellion of what my loved ones taught 
me was good and right; I lived to please my flesh. The moment I realized the error of my ways, when I saw the 
damage my selfishness had caused to myself along with many others, I was distressed and broken over my sin. But 
then a cousin called and ministered to me, and because of the miraculous salvation God granted me, I tasted the 
sweet, sweet, addicting, overpowering, gracious love and forgiveness of God. He called me and opened my eyes; I 
knew he was real.  He manifested himself to me and I could not deny it. Many know my story, but some of you don’t. 
I was raised by my parents who loved and led me well, but I ran after every temptation and sensation I could find. 
Long story short, I experienced most everything the world tells you will make you happy and content. Money, years 
of human and drug sensuality, partying, and popularity. I lived for it, I craved it, but it never lasted. Oh, but the 
goodness, the closeness, the leading, and the intimacy of a Savior, King, Friend, and Holy God. Oh, it has lasted, and 
once again I am addicted: I crave His presence and leading. It has lasted through trials of despair and hurt of my 
own doing. It has lasted through trials, hurts, and injustices brought on by others and their decisions. Oh, it has 
lasted longer than any other joy I have known. I can confidently say that day after day now my one desire is to hear 
from God, to follow Him, to know, sense, and act on His leading, hopefully reflecting His truth, and Character to all 
whom I come into contact with, through my actions, thoughts, and words. Oh, I thank God that He has brought me 
to this point and I ask that my greatest joy and satisfaction would forever be found in His presence and will, each 
and every day. In that I can have complete confidence in all that happens. I hope you can hear how God has brought 
me to absolute confidence in Him and His Awesome, Sovereign will. He is my all in all.  
     Alright, now for the big news…Shane (our founder) and our board of directors, have made 
the decision to move me into a more prominent role within the ministry. They have decided to 
position me as the head program director and administrator over all house operations and 
child care, along with oversight and training of all staffing functions. This means I will become 
completely responsible for all that goes on at the children’s home of Casa De Mi Padre. It is a 
time where Shane will still be over me and be involved, but he desires an intense training so 
that I may be able to fully lead this ministry when he retires. I will also trust God as I work 
toward paying for the staffing of Casa de Mi Padre in addition to the different parts of the ministry I already raise 
funds for (a few staff already, transitional kid’s educations, and some other professional services).  
     I am humbled and excited. Before I continue, part of why I wanted to share my heart first in this letter is because 
the reality is, by the world’s standards and in my own power, I am a nobody. (although wooing Sarah to marry me 
automatically bumped me up a class or two ;)) But I mean it; it’s true. Before trusting in Christ and surrendering my 
life to His teachings and leadings, I had no plan or foreseeable path in life; I changed my university major four 
times, flunked multiple courses, kept making terrible and selfish decisions. I was truly ignorant because I literally 
cheated and smoked my way through high school and early college. I know many of you who love me want to say, 
“don’t say that about yourself,” but it was true. Apart from my absolute dependence on God to lead me where I have 
found an unending wealth of knowledge, wisdom, favor, and leading by Him, I don’t have much going for me. But 
with this faith, with His Holy Spirit, I know I have everything I need so that God can do all He desires in and 
through us at Casa de Mi Padre. I also know the call God has given me and that He has prepared me for this very 
moment. I know I am ready; I will hold fast to our Lord.  
     I am and will be forever grateful for Shane Sanderson the Founder of Casa de Mi Padre. I wish I had enough time 
to share the whole story of his journey starting Casa de Mi Padre, but the short version of the story is, after many  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years as a successful youth minister in the south end of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, Shane’s heart started to change from a 
youth pastor’s heart to a father’s heart. The only problem 
was, he had no family of his own to father. But the calling 
was clear, so in faith he left everything: he went to father 
the fatherless, and God led him to children in Guatemala. 
In absolute and unhindered faith, Shane followed God. I 
have known a few great men of God, and read and 
studied many others, but I have literally never known 
anyone who was more devoted to a mission God has 
given them than Shane.  From 5am-10pm each and every 
day Shane wakes with the call and does all that he can to 
follow it. I have never known someone who worked 
harder or longer than Shane. The fruit now is obvious: we 
are not a perfect home and as in all working relationships, 
there have been times that Shane and I disagreed, but I 
have never, ever questioned his intentions. Everything 
Shane does stems from his desire for the best for the 
children and for the Kingdom of God. This man has one 
goal: know his call and give 24/7 to it. Lord, we thank 
you for Shane and ask that you bless him as he 
prepares me, and as he finishes the founding of this 
ministry. We ask for an extra measure of grace over 
him in this time of transition, and we ask for health 
and strength to continue giving his all to your Kingdom 
and your work! 
     I want to make sure to hold fast to the great 
foundation that Shane has started. In Shane’s words, “I 
want our home to be a taste of what heaven will be like 
for our children.” Amen, Amen! Casa de Mi Padre is a 
refuge for beaten, abused, neglected, and abandoned 
children.  We want them to feel safe and provided for 
from the moment they enter, but beyond that we know 
that for a lifetime of healing, provision, and joy they must 
come to know their Creator and His great love for them, 
and to trust Him. Casa de Mi Padre’s foundational aspects 
are our love for the one true God, our trust in Jesus 
Christ, and the power of His Holy Spirit living in us. This 
we must hold fast to. Unconditional love, firm structure 
and discipline, and faith that our God is working for our 
good! I never want to lose these things Shane has placed 
in our home.  
     Five years ago, I ended my career supervising homes 
and staff where we cared for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and brain injuries. I absolutely 
loved that job.  As God taught me to lead, supervise, and 
build up a group of people to meet the needs of those for 
whom we cared, He was actually preparing me for my call 
to Casa de Mi Padre and it became very clear. I had no 
desire other than to follow God’s lead. I have learned a lot 
through the last few years 
working here.  I love the 
idea of encouraging a group 
of believers to love God 
more, to walk in His grace, 
and to trust the power of 
His Holy Spirit to do the 
works He has predestined 
for us… To trust in our 
sovereign God who has 

placed all our children in Casa de Mi Padre, and placed 
every worker here… A God who will see and guard His 
flock until the day of salvation. I love studying and 
seeking God’s will and wisdom for parenting, problem 
solving, relationships, salvation, courting, discipline, love, 
hope, etc., etc. I love the idea of mentoring our staff to 
parent well and walking alongside them as I supervise 
and keep them accountable to our biblical standards.   
     As Shane is constructing the new smaller family style 
homes, I am overjoyed with excitement at the thought 
that we will have four couples who together will have the 
opportunity to care for and love these children in a more 
family-like atmosphere and that we will have the 
opportunity to reflect God through the way we love each 
other, treat each other, and love and treat the children 
God calls here. There is still much work to be done, and I 
am so excited to listen to God’s leading and trust His 
Spirit to guide us through all that He is desiring to do 
here at Casa de Mi Padre.   
     As we enter a new season of leadership at Casa de Mi 
Padre, I ask for you all to take extra time to pray for us. I 
need God day in and day out to guide my leading and 
decision making; only in His intimate leading can I be fully 
confident in all He leads us to. I’ll end with a plea to YOU to 
help with some serious “Kingdom Work” or in other words, 
Prayer. You can make a huge impact by spending time in 
serious, faithful prayer. I wish I could share my heart for 
prayer.  Our Sovereign God is intimate with us, but there is 
not time. I will just say, “I’M NOT KIDDING!” We have seen so 
much movement, direction, favor, and answers through our 
pleas with our good God. If you desire to be more involved with 
our prayer needs, I have a special prayer group in the 
YouVersion bible app; please contact me for more info.
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Pray that I would be a meek and understanding leader.  

Pray I’d lead as Solomon, who asked God, that He would grant him 
wisdom to govern His people and the discernment to know right from 
wrong. 

Pray that God would give me favor with the staff and children we care 
for as I try to live righteously in my dealings with them. 

Pray that our community of workers would truly live as the church, and 
as we care for and build up each other, the same would overflow in the 
way we care for and teach our children. Pray that we all would seek 
FIRST the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness. 

Pray that God would provide all we need in our mission! That he would 
send givers! 

Pray for our standard in all we do to be God’s standard, pray that we 
may hear and respond to those prompting daily.


