
 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“Today in the town of David a savior has been born to you:  he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 
 
“I could see God moving and touching the hearts of the kids around me.  I cannot deny that.” 
 
As our kids grow and enter their teen years often they come to a point where their attitudes change from what they had been 
taught as a child.  This period affects their past desire to more easily “see things your way.”  It often affects their faith and under-
standing of who God is.  It is as if the God of their childhood disappears and they enter a “tunnel of confusion” that can lengthen 
from a few months to years.  It doesn’t happen in all our kids, but does affect many of them to various degrees of depth and 
time.  On the positive side, it is a time where a child can come out the other side of the experience having made the faith they 
had received as a child, their own as an adult.  Often times, adult children have to experience the “laboratory of life” before they 
can discover that the eternal truths of God’s Word were eternal after all.   
 
This is why teaching Biblical truths at a young age is so important.  The information has to be “on file” so to speak.  When one 
of our kids seems to enter this period of confusion we continue to teach and give them Christ-centered experiences to help get 
them through.  One of the best opportunities we can give a kid is a great youth camp experience.  Within a year of my move to 
Guatemala, our first US mission team came down to help us with our first youth camp.  And this year we celebrated the tenth 
year of what we call “Super Campamento.” 
 
Our youth camp includes lots of fun games and activities, surprises, competitions, and great food.  The schedule is punctuated 
with lots of Bible-filled classes, Bible quizzing, and evening youth rallies with music, fun, and great preaching.  This year was 
no different.  On our first night we had several kids respond to receive Christ.  On our second night the message focused on a 
call to live a holy life.  One of our 14-year-olds, Walter, responded during the invitation to pray and deal with sin in his life. 
Our final night we preached the importance of having a concern for people who are lost and don’t know Christ.  And the final 
invitation was a call for kids who believe the Lord is calling them to surrender to the ministry.  The first one to respond was our 
Ruben.  He knows the Lord has called him into ministry.  Many more followed him in prayer.  It was a great tenth year!  I have 
to give a special thanks to Tom and Jodi Brager for putting the US team together and making camp happen. 
 
After our camp, the next task for our mission’s team was to pull off the Christmas celebration for our kids.  We just had one 
problem.  We had no presents. And it was going to take a miracle to make it happen.  Due to changes in the government of Gua-
temala’s airline policy and the smaller mission group size, we were forced to change our method for shipping the kid’s Christ-
mas gifts from being brought with the group on the plane, to transporting the gifts by boat.  So we went to work.  I found a ship-
ping company that told us they could do it and told us what we needed to do.  Our child sponsors, supporters, and friends of the 
ministry jumped on board.  Within a few weeks all the gifts were gathered and packed just as we had been told.  We shipped the 
boxes to Miami as instructed, but that is when the problems began. 
 
The shipping company on the Guatemalan side said we needed additional documents, and we needed to be an official importer.  
They had not told me any of this.  I panicked.  It would take three months for us to get this paperwork.  Everything ground to a 
halt, even my faith.  We got our accountant involved.  We tried everything.  The date to ship by boat passed.  I felt I had to tell 
the kids we might not have a normal Christmas celebration.  A few days before our mission team arrived, one of our Guatemalan 
employees and the accountant cooked up a hair-brained scheme to get the gifts to Guatemala by plane.  I had given up hope.  As 
more days passed, our mission’s team had arrived and still we had no presents.  Finally the crazy plan was enacted.  And by the 
hand of God, somehow the gifts cleared customs in the US and our shipper began bringing down the shipment in stages.  The 
day before our Christmas celebration was to be held with our mission’s team, the gifts arrived in customs in the capital city.  We 
sent two of our staff the same morning the gifts had arrived and the night before our Christmas celebration the gifts came to our 
city.  I could not believe it!  I had sunken into a mini depression, imagining a Christmas celebration with no presents.  I know the 
gifts are not the most important thing, but it still made me sad.  I had told little Elias, our youngest boy, we might have our 
Christmas without any presents, and he responded, “Well then we will just have Jesus.”   I am thankful the Lord intervened.  But 
I am even more thankful that Elias would have been satisfied with Jesus. 
 
The next day, our mission’s team wrapped the Christmas gifts for the 24 kids of Casa De Mi Padre and 8 of our transitional 
kid’s. who would return home for the celebration.  And a great Christmas it was.  It even included a surprise visit from old Saint 
Nick himself.  It was beautiful, thank you John.  And seeing our new little ones, including Elias and Alicia, receive their first 
Christmas was priceless. 
 

Merry Christmas 



On the last night a team is with us, we always have a final meeting together.  At the end of our meeting at their hotel I asked all 
those present to share what they felt was their “God moment” during the trip.  Where had they had sensed God at work in oth-
ers or themselves.  Many inspiring and beautiful testimonies were given.  I had brought three of our boys with me because they 
had a dental appointment the next day in the capital city.  Each one shared and finally it came time for Jimmy.  Jimmy is 14 and 
very much in the “tunnel of confusion.”  As a pre-teen Jimmy had a very sweet disposition and a soft heart towards the things 
of God.  But now he has shunned even being called a follower of Jesus. 
 
In our home his attitude has taken on a rebellious tone.  He has experienced quite a change, even saying he no longer believes 
in God.  It has been quite sad.  As Jimmy’s time to share came, he got very serious and said, “At the camp is where I saw God.  
I saw him touching and moving in the hearts of the kids who were around me.  I cannot deny that.”  I thought to myself, 
“Amen, we will take that.”  This was a powerful statement for Jimmy to make at this time in his life.  Pray for Jimmy.  Pray he 
will allow us to get him through this tough time in his life. 
 
We have two more great pieces of news!  First, I have asked many times for prayer for one of our other boys, Juanito.  He has 
clearly stated in the past that he has not received Christ.  He recently came back from a youth conference on evangelism.  After 
he returned I learned that he made a decision.  One evening our dear friend, Pastor Brady, spoke with Juanito.  Pastor Brady 
had a big part of Juanito’s life growing up with us.  Pastor Brady asked Juanito lots of questions.  By the end of the conversa-
tion Juanito prayed to receive Christ!  This is a huge breakthrough and a clear answer to the prayers of many.  Praise the Lord! 
 
This past month our second piece of good news dealt with educational milestones.  Peter became our first grown child to gradu-
ate from high school.  And in less than a week later, he received his second-year diploma from the Baptist Theological Semi-
nary of Guatemala.  This coming year Peter will be entering the university to study psychology.  And by the end of this year, he 
will have earned a full theological degree in Bible from the Theological seminary.  From where Peter has come from this is an 
unbelievable accomplishment.  We are so proud of him.  We also had one of our older girls, Reyna, who transitioned from our 
home two years ago, finish her high school work.  Next year she will begin studies to be a nurse’s assistant.  We are so proud of 
her!  Thank you for your years of investment in Peter and Rayna’s lives.  We are seeing good fruit. 
 
Ongoing Construction News:  We are hopeful that we will have more of our construction plans from the architect soon.  We 
continue to build on the first children’s cottage.  The walls are going up.  Of course with all this comes the continued need for 
supplies and materials to keep us going.  Please continue to pray for these needs. 
 
House Rent:  We also still need funds to pull together our rent money for our present home for next year.  We are half-way 
meeting our goal of the $10,000 lump sum payment for 2020.  We will need all the funds by December 31st.  If we pay it all in 
one payment, we save two full month’s rent.  It’s a wise use of God’s money.  Pray with us and consider helping toward this or 
sharing this need with a friend.  Anything way you could help will be appreciated. 
 
I love Christmas.  I love the decorations and the spirit of giving.  But more than anything, I love the story of Christmas.  One of 
my favorite parts of the story is when the angels speak to the shepherds and say, “A Savior has been born to you: he is Christ 
the Lord.”  I love the words, “born to you.”  It’s not just that Jesus was born.  He was born to you.  I pray this Christmas season 
you have a fresh sense of the Savior who was born TO YOU! 
 
With Much Love, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson  


