
September 2018 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“I will tell of the kindness of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all the Lord has done for us.” 
                                Isaiah 63:7 
 
I asked, “So why did you come back to Quiche?”  The young man responded, “I needed to find work.  I realized I needed help.  
I don’t always make good decisions and sometimes I don’t know what to do.”  These were pretty revealing words coming 
from a young man who once thought he didn’t need anyone’s help or direction.   
 
Celebrating.  This month we do have much to celebrate.  First, we are celebrating Mario’s achievements in school and in 
learning Guatemalan sign language.  He has learned so much.  Now when he communicates with us he uses his sign language.  
He has also learned how to speak a few words.  His two favorite words are “papa” and “papel.”   He gets the biggest kick out 
of being able to say “papa” and have me hear him.  When I turn around to see the absolutely sweetest smile, he instantly 
knows he has my complete attention.  Sometimes he yells out “Papa” just to see my reaction for the fun of it.  His second most 
used word is “papel” or paper.  This means he wants some toilet paper.  He knows it well. 
 
We are also celebrating our kids’ achievements in school.  This month marked the third quarter of  our school year.  The last 
quarter some of the kids’ grades were a bit down.  But, wow, have they bounced back.  Here is a short list of a few of the kid’s 
grades: 
  Fermina 17 yrs.  98.36   Lucrecia 10 yrs  93.73 
  Ruben  16 yrs.  97.71   Elda    5 yrs  93.56 
  Carlos David 12 yrs.  96.67   Jimmy  13 yrs  92.17 
  Juanito  15 yrs.  96.53   Juan Antonio 15 yrs.  90.42 
  Mario  10 yrs.  94.64   Cristina  17 yrs.  90.13 
  
Often times during test week I am up at three or four in the morning, and the kids are up studying with flashlights getting 
ready for the next day’s tests.  They work so hard.  It inspires me.  This is definitely something to celebrate.   
 
This month we are also celebrating a huge answer to prayer.  In meeting the government’s requirements for a child care insti-
tution we are required to employ a full-time psychologist to help our kids.  This is expensive and we want a professional who 
would help our children from a Biblical prospective.  This is not easy to find in the city of Quiche.  Several months ago I put 
this prayer need out in my prayer letter and on social media.  The post on social media caught someone’s eye.    
 
They contacted our dear friend and supporter of the ministry who is also a board member of Child Rescue, Fawn Brents.  
Fawn had been planning a trip down so the interested young lady signed up to come and meet the kids.  Finally, Fawn’s group 
came to Casa De Mi Padre.  We had a wonderful time of ministry together.  The group was with us for a week, but the inter-
ested young lady stayed with us for a full two months.  She fell in love with the kids and they fell in love with her.  I assigned 
her a week to stay in our home so she could experience the 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. “real life” at Casa De Mi Padre.  She was also 
able to spend some professional time with the kids.  We were all very impressed with her knowledge, education, and insight in 
working with the children.  We had a lot of sit down talk time together.  Fawn and I shared the real life challenge and difficul-
ties of ministering to our kids, working with people from another culture as well as living in another culture.  None of what we 
told her seemed to scare her off.   Before the completion of her time with us she had seen and heard enough.  
 
So it is with much celebration we are able to announce the addition to our staff of Alex Puthoff of Lee’s Summit, Missouri.        
Her work history, professional education in the field of psychology and heart for the Lord will bring a very special high level 
of quality care to the children of Casa De Mi Padre.   We celebrate Alex’s arrival to full-time service for the Lord! 
 
We are also celebrating the return of one of our kids who had chosen to leave Casa De Mi Padre when he was 16.   When Gas-
par was a child his father was an alcoholic and often beat him severely.  His mother had died and somehow he ended up with a 
woman who live in his town.  Gaspar lived with the woman until he was 13 years old.  In time the woman also began to beat 
him and Gaspar ended up in the streets.  In time, he the court placed him at Casa De Mi Padre.  When he came to us he was a 
rough street-wise kid, but he soon he adapted to life with us and even did well at school.  We had some problems with him as 
he grew up, but this is normal.  More than two years later, one morning at breakfast, Gaspar told me he wanted to leave and 
return to the village where he had lived with the woman when he was a child.  I said I did not think it was a good idea, but be-
cause he was 16 years old, I would honor his decision.  I believed it was because he was tired of the rules, school, and the 
church activities we do together as a ministry.  We tried to talk him out of it, but in November of 2016 we went to court and 



Gaspar made his desire known to the judge.  Gaspar left.  In a few short weeks the woman called us and said he would not do 
what he needed to do and asked us how he had been when he was with us.  Enocs, our house parent, said he had been fine.  In 
time Gaspar became too unruly for her so he left and went to live with whomever he could find or in the streets.  Amazingly 
Gaspar never failed to call me about every six or eight weeks to talk a few minutes.  I would always tell him I was praying for 
him, we loved him and he needed to look for God. 
 
As time passed he became involved with drugs and other wrong things.  Eventually, he burned all his bridges with his 
“friends” and became hungry and destitute.  Finally Gaspar called me and said he wanted to come back to Quiche.  I told him 
we would be open to this but he would have rules and requirements.  I told him he would not be able to live at Casa De Mi 
Padre because of his age and because other children had taken his place, but we could help in other ways.  He said, “This is 
what I want.”  We met him with open arms.  He looked rough and hardened but, he had a very different attitude. 
 
That evening I took Gaspar to the land, showed him where he would sleep and told him he would have to start work in the 
morning.  He said, “OK Papa Shane.”  After a few weeks had passed I was able to talk with him a little more in-depth.  I 
asked him why he had returned.  He said he needed work and realized he needed help.  He continued, “I don’t always make 
good decisions.  And sometimes I don’t know what to do.”  I asked him if he wanted more than a job.  I asked him what he 
really needed in his life—direction, hope, joy, or love?  He responded, “I need love.”  I said OK, but you will not be treated as 
worker, but as a son.  You will have to work hard, follow our directions, go to church, stay off drugs and alcohol, and respect 
women.  He said, “OK Papa Shane.”  Because of what he has been through I believe he has grown up a little bit.  We can only 
be willing to try and to help.  So far he has done well and has been working very hard at the land.  Please pray for Gaspar.  
We celebrate his return as one more opportunity to help him and point him towards God.   
 
Construction News 
We have completely finished the garage/shop floor.  It is wonderful.  We have installed more drainage infrastructure and be-
gun stuccoing the outside walls to receive paint.  We are continuing work on the electrical.  We are beginning to look for a 
manufacturer for the garage doors.  Keep praying for the needed funds to come in to help with this.. 
 
Education Needs 
We are still needing help for the funds for our school to be ready to go for next year.  Our GAP needs fund stands at $7,035.  
The total needed for the year is $16,000.  The GAP need represents only $125 per student for the whole year of 2019.  It is a 
great investment to make in our kid’s lives as well as over 100 other children from across our city.  Keep praying and imagine 
how your gift could help with a child’s education. 
 
Missions Need 
It is time to begin preparations for our Casa Di Mi Padre Children’s Christmas.  Have you ever dreamed of coming to see 
Casa De Mi Padre for yourself?  We have an opportunity for you.  We need people to join the December 2018 Camp and 
Christmas Missions trip.  This mission prepares and produces a three-day and three-night youth camp for our kids as well as 
other children from Guatemala.  The team will help staff the kitchen, set up and play the games, and help set up and tear 
down.  You will have lots of time with our kids.  Then we will return to Quiche to prepare our kid’s Christmas.  If you have 
any interest, please contact Jodi Brager by email syojodi@gmail.com or call her at (816) 262-9785.  Get signed up today! 
 
We also celebrate the special relationship we have with you.  We know you pray for us, help sustain us, and rejoice with us.  
Thank you so much for all you have done for us and for being such a faithful part of our lives.  We celebrate you! 
 
With much joy and celebration to the Lord, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson  


