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Dear Family and Friends, 

“To man belongs the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue.” 

           Proverbs 16:1 

“I was so afraid and had been hurt so much”.  A few weeks ago we had received a call about a little boy needing help.  He was 

in bad shape physically when he first came to Casa De Mi Padre.  He had been kicked around and beat up; he was living in a 

state of constant fear.  But now he is doing well and all his fear has melted away. 

It has been over six years since David first came into our home.  Three weeks after his arrival, his three sisters came to Casa De 

Mi Padre.  Within a month a court hearing was convened.  The mother, all four kids, and I were present.  After the judge’s 

opening statement, he asked David how he was doing.  David said he was happy.  The judge next asked his oldest sister about 

living with her mother.  She said their mother and her boyfriend physically abused them.  The judge asked her to explain.  She 

said the mother had hit her.  The judge asked exactly where.  She replied, “all over.”  The judge named specific areas of the 

body and asked if she had been struck there, she said “yes”.  All the children said the same. 

Finally, the judge asked another one of David’s sisters if she wanted to live with her mother.  She said, “No.”  Then he asked 

the other two sisters.  Each gave the same answer.  The judge placed all four children with us.  The children’s aunt had sent a 

letter describing their living conditions and treatment.  The letter had weighed heavily upon the judge’s heart. 

I remember when the girls first arrived.  Fermina was pretty scared and looked really sad.  In her own words, “The first week I 

missed my mother.  I was afraid.  Everything was different, the food, my living space.”  In the beginning Fermina struggled 

with going to church.  She didn’t like our devotions, and she really did not like to read the Bible.  I told her in our home these 

are the things we do.  I told her to put the Lord to the test; be honest with him.  Tell him you don’t want to do any of this and 

ask him for help.  Ask him to make himself known to you.  Fermina thought for a while, then took the challenge. 

In her own words, “When I turned 14, things began to change.  I came to know God.  Fawn Brents (one of our board members) 

gave a devotion at our home and explained to us John 3:16 and Romans 3:23.  She explained we are all in sin and living with-

out God’s light.  We need to turn from sin and receive Christ into our hearts.  I was paying close attention.  I remember wanting 

to pray that prayer so strongly.  And, I accepted God in my heart.  When I did this, I began reading my Bible.  I began to under-

stand God loves us and wants to care for us.”   

Fermina’s life did change.  Her discontented, rebellious attitude disappeared.  We saw in her a growing hunger to learn about 

the Lord.  The attitude change in her heart was profound.  She began to enjoy going to church and in time began to sing with 

the worship team.  She also began to work with the younger children in our church.  In our Bible quiz competition,  she has 

been the first place champion for years, memorizing one or two chapters per month during our quiz season.  And when the old-

er kids go on their two-week mission training and outreach trip each summer, she is a leader and really shines, pouring herself 

out for the children as she teaches them the word of God.  One thing Fermina recounted, she said “When I came to Casa De Mi 

Padre I had no love in my heart.  I didn’t like people, but now I have love in my heart, and I can share that with others.”  It has 

been a joy to see her grow for over six years. 

Very soon Fermina will be graduating out of our school as this year’s valedictorian.  She has matured into a wonderful young 

lady.  I have grown to love her and have the greatest hopes for her.  She is so talented and has a gift for learning as well as the 

drive to continue her education.  Through these years I have been amazed at her desire to stay on focus in her life.  There were 

times where we had to make little adjustments.  But after really thinking through things, she would always refocus on the Lord 

and return to what she needed to be doing.  Fermina will be transitioning out of our home within a few months.  I told her I  

wanted to write this letter and share her story and asked her how those who have prayed for her these many years, might contin-

ue.  She responded, “I would ask them to please pray for me as I make the transition out from Casa De Mi Padre.  Pray for my 

studies.  Pray that I am protected from the many distractions of the world.  I don’t want to fall into sin.” 



As for her future, Fermina desires to continue to teach children God’s word. She hopes to be a high school teacher and one day 

study to be an attorney.  I always tell the kids if they will put God first in their lives they will be amazed at all He can do in 

them and through them.  Her favorite verse is Proverbs 16:1 because she knows whenever she has to make a decision she does 

not have to make it alone, God will help her.  Please pray for her.   

Our newest little boy, Elias, is improving rapidly.  When he first came he was very withdrawn and standoffish.  But now he 

will throw himself at you wanting a hug and kiss.  His wounds are healing up.  Now comes the God-sized task of healing his 

heart and emotions.  One thing has changed since he came, he laughs and smiles all the time.  It is good medicine.  We just 

received a new, 10-year-old girl named Alicia.  Pray for her as well. 

Construction Update:  We are continuing forward toward of the construction of our first children’s cottage.  Within the next 

few days we will be pouring the footings and the foundation.  We want to do this as one complete piece, if possible.  It will 

take our whole construction team and all of our bigger boys.  We can do it!  We are also renegotiating to have the rest of the 

architectural and engineering plans drawn up.  We are trying to be financially prudent and at the same time get a quality set of 

completed building plans for the new design layout.  Please pray about this. 

We have a full cistern of water; 22,000 gallons in only a month and a half.  But dry season will soon be here.  At our present 

rate of completion it should get us at least four months through the seven-month dry season.  Praise the Lord! 

Special Needs:  As we continue to move forward on the construction, we are always mindful of the balance between quality 

and cost.  Our two needs over the next few weeks are to pay for the rest of the architectural plans as they are completed and 

purchase the concrete and rock for the big pour.  We will need about 200 sacks of concrete plus the rock and sand.  Pray for 

these two projects.  Pray for wisdom in the decision making and planning. 

A very special need we must get ahead of is our Christmas Celebration for our kids.  We are now raising funds and inviting 

our supporters and child sponsors to join with us.  Unfortunately, we have had to change our shipping method.  So our final 

date for purchasing gifts to be at the collecting point is October 23rd so they can be readied for final shipment to Guatemala.  

There is an on-line wish list you can check out to see what the kids are wishing for.  Please follow the instructions closely so 

your gift is delivered on time to the kids.  Financial gifts can be receive to the middle of November.  Some gifts will be pur-

chase here in Guatemala later.  Thank you for anything you can do.  

As always we are blessed by your love and support.  I am personally encouraged and grateful to all who are touched and con-

cerned for me, our ministry, and most importantly, our children.  Thank you. 

With heartfelt gratitude, 

 

Joseph Shane Sanderson    

Christmas Is Coming!  We have two options: 

Adopt a Kid for Christmas. Send a gift of $50 or $100 for us to purchase a gift for one of our kids. Write a check to  

    Child Rescue or donate online and put “Christmas Kid” in the memo. 

  Send Funds To: Child Rescue, 709 East Hyde Park Ave, Saint Joseph, Mo  64504    

      Write the child’s name in the memo line. 

  For Online Giving Go To givetocasa.com  Put the child’s name in the memo line. 
 

Purchase a Gift.  Contact Sabrina at teeniebrinie@gmail.com to see to ask any questions and to have her email a link of the 

children’s Christmas lists.  Choose what you would like to purchase and send it in. Please remember to put your name in the 

column “Sign up for gifts” next to any gifts you plan to purchase..   

 

Mailing Instructions:  October 23rd all gifts MUST  be to Ryan. 

    The Original Receipt must accompany each gift. 

    Do NOT Wrap  any of the gifts. 

    Mark Each Child’s Name clearly on each gift. 

 

Send Purchased gifts to:  Ryan Walker:  803 N. 36th Street, Suite C, Saint Joseph, MO  64506 

 

Thank you for support of our children. We are grateful for all your help. God bless! 


