
March 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“We put our hope in the Lord.  He is our help and our shield.” 
           Psalm 33:20 
 
“I have a pain in my heart.”  Cristina’s statement seemed to come out of nowhere.  I asked, “Why is there pain in your heart?”  
She responded, “My father.” 
 
The next morning I sat down with Cristina and asked her to share a little deeper about her family.  She said, “I have so many 
bad memories about my family.  I remember when my mother left us.  My father became even more angry.  I remember being 
beaten so many times.  My father hurt me so much.” 
 
Cristina and Walter (her little brother) faced most of the physical abuse.  Sometimes Cristina would try to defend little Walter, 
but she would often get beat up as well.  In time, Geovany, Cristina’s other brother, told them they needed to run away.  Cristi-
na said she didn’t want to because she was afraid.  But Geovany said, “Look at all your bruises, we should leave now.”  At this 
time Geovany was only eight years old, Walter six, and Cristina ten.  So they left.  Finally, a policeman saw them in the street 
and began to ask them what had happened.  They were taken to the national hospital as Casa De Mi Padre had opened our 
doors only a few days before.  In time they were sent to us. 
 
The children were pretty shell shocked and frightened when they arrived.  Looking back it is unbelievable how malnourished 
they were and how mentally confused they seemed to be at the time.   
 
Soon after children are placed in our care, the court holds a special hearing to decide if they should stay at Casa De Mi Padre 
of be returned to a family member.  I vividly remember the children’s first hearing with the judge.  The children were taken 
upstairs to give a psychologist their statement.  I went in and sat in the courtroom.  There was a large meeting table with chairs 
on three sides.  A secretary and her equipment were on one side while the judge’s chair was on another with his back to the 
doorway.  I shuffled my way down one side and then turned to sit opposite facing the judge.  In a few moments a man came in.  
He was an exact larger version of Geovany.  It was Geovany’s father.  The resemblance was stunning.  He sat on the right side 
of the table. 
 
The judge began asking the children’s father several questions.  In a few minutes the door behind the judge flew open and little 
Walter stepped into the room and exclaimed, “Where is Papa Shane?”  Walter was standing behind the judge’s chair.  Walter  
looked at me and realized the only way to get around the table where I was seated was to pass directly in front of his father.  
He looked at his father then back at me and suddenly dropped his hands and knees and crawled under the judge’s chair be-
tween his feet, under the table and up into my arms.  Geovany quickly followed.  As Cristina entered the room she didn’t want 
to crawl on the floor as her brothers had done so she opted to move away from her father to stand in the other corner of the 
room.   
 
Next the psychologist read the children’s testimony.  It was absolutely damning.  If this had happened in the US their father  
would have been led out in handcuffs to await prosecution.  The judge asked the father a few more questions and then turned to 
each of the children and asked, “Do you wish to return to live with your father or do you want to remain at Casa De Mi Pa-
dre?”  Each one responded by saying, “I want to stay at Casa De Mi Padre.”  And so the judge issued the order. 
 
It has been over six years since Cristina, Walter, and Geovany were sent to us.  It is amazing how much they have changed and 
grown.  For a long time Geovany had no interest in spiritual things.  But today he has a strong desire to seek the Lord.  He 
loves to spend time in God’s Word.  Often when it is “wakeup” time he is already up reading his Bible and praying.  He almost 
never gets in trouble.  And if he thinks he may have done something he shouldn’t have, he comes to confess it before we dis-
cover anything was wrong.  He strives in every way to do his best at whatever he is doing..  He is kind of a cut and dry kid and 
often goes unnoticed because he is so quiet.  But his drive to seek the Lord is matchless.  I can only imagine what the Lord has 
in store for him.   
 
When we eat together I have my seat at the end of the table. We do not tell  the kids where to sit.  They just work it out.  How-
ever, there is one of our kids who sat down at my right hand her first meal and has never changed her place in six years.  It is 
Cristina.  She has grown up into a beautiful, considerate, hard working, young lady.  Her smile can light up anyone’s day.  She 
has a heart to love the Lord and loves to sing to him in church.  She has become a dear friend as she has grown.  She is now 



almost 17 years old, doing great in school, and is one of our best Bible Quizzers.  She loves her brothers and looks after 
them.  We all love her dearly and want to see what the Lord has in store for her.  When Walter came he was beyond wild to 
put it mildly.  But he has grown up and is an awesome kid.  He loves his home here, is very respectful of me, and tries to do 
his best.  He is still a little ornery but is a joy to have living with us.  It has been a big blessing seeing him grow and mature 
as time has passed.  He is very close to me and has sweetened up a bunch.  His favorite thing is to go and learn how to drive 
the four wheeler with me.  We are all glad the Lord led them here where they could learn about who God is, how much he 
loves them, and have the opportunity to grow in Him. 
 
As for the rest of the house, we are also moving into our busy group season.  We have church groups, youth groups, college 
groups, as well as several construction groups booked.  It will be a blast having them all down.  Our next group will be 
joined by a young man, Andy Charles, who grew up in the ministry back in St. Joseph.  He will be directing a city-wide, all-
night lock outreach.  I am really getting too old for those.  But it will be fun having Andy here.  I will let him stay up all 
night in my place. 
 
For our construction update; the walls for the workshop/garage and storage building are all up.  In April several dear friends 
will be down to help our Guatemalan construction guys fabricate the roof structure and begin putting on the roof.  Our goal is 
to have the roof built and in place before the rainy season begins the end of May.  We are excited. 
 
We are also in need of a couple of electricians who would want to come down for a couple of weeks in June to install the 
electrical system.  We have some plan sketches, we just need the talent to come and put it in.  If you know of someone inter-
ested, let us know.  We could also use a couple of great plumbing and drainage experts to come and help. 
 
On the present house side, we also still have the big need to meet the government requirement to have a full-time psycholo-
gist and social worker on our staff.  The city juvenile judge has told us we must comply with these requirements.  The costs 
for each of this type of staff personnel is $550 per month.  This is a substantial commitment per year.  These are additional 
funds needed above all the other child care expense we have for the kids.  A possible alternative could be for a certified psy-
chologist from the US who feels called to missions to come and join our staff to meet this need.  I believe there are many 
people who have read about our ministry and love what the Lord is doing here but have yet to join our monthly support team 
to help us continue to minister to kids.  We believe with all our hearts the Lord is at work here touching the lives of kids in a 
real and lasting way.  Casa De Mi Padre is a great place to invest in the kingdom of God.  Please pray for the Lord to speak 
to many to join in and help.   
 
As always we are ever thankful for all those who have committed to help us each month minister to children who have lost 
all.  Just as the kids have to place their faith in us—that we will love, protect, and provide for them, we strive to show them 
what it looks like to put their hope in the Lord, by doing it ourselves.  We know the Lord is our help and shield and our only 
true hope.  Thank you for your love and commitment to our children as you express the hope and help of the Lord to them.   
 
Putting all our hope in Him, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson 
 
 


