
 
 
 
February 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! . . . For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life for 
ever more.” 
           Psalms 133:1a & 3b 
 
After several evenings, I ended the day praying with one of our older boys.  I decided the next afternoon I would share with 
him what I had been thinking.  The time came.  I said, “I will not live a bitter, angry, and unhappy life.  No thank you.  But I 
will wait patiently for you.  You know I love you and all of us have tried to care for you and give you what is best for you.  I 
will continue to wait patiently for you to repent.  It would be best not to wait too long . . .” 
 
Each day, we have different challenges with our kids we have to negotiate through, as well as wonderful moments when we 
can rejoice.  This past month our dear friend, Fawn Brents, came down to help me with several administrative tasks and spent 
some of her time checking up on our older kids who have transitioned out of Casa De Mi Padre, but are still part of our minis-
try.  These young adults have different living arrangements while we continue to fund their educations.  The point of our visits 
would be to see how they are doing, encourage them, and somehow be a blessing to them. 
 
We began by visiting the kids who live in Quiche.  Reyna’s home was our first stop.  She lives with a family in the center of 
our town.  The family has a store front paint store, and lives on the second and third floors.  Reyna has a little room upstairs, 
where we sat down to talk to her.  Fawn asked her about school.  Reyna is now in a program that will certify her to be a nurse’s 
assistant.  She really enjoys her classes.  She enjoys going to church and being with students her age.  She laughed and smiled 
a lot.  She really does seem happy and full of hope for her future.  She is such a different young lady than when she first came 
to us.  The Lord has done great things in her life.  I am so proud of her.  Fawn wanted to pray with her.  We prayed for her to 
stay close to the Lord and continue in His ways. 
 
We also visited Gerson who lives in Quiche.  We met him for lunch at our favorite restaurant, Regi’s.  We had a great time and 
then went with him to his house.  He lives with the mother of one of the teachers at our school.  He was so proud to show us 
his room and how he had decorated it.  Several of his Super Camp medals were hanging up on display.  He is continuing to 
work towards completing high school.  Gerson works on our land as part of the construction team.  He is a hard worker and is 
willing to learn new things.  He continues to attend Pastor David’s church.  The lady of the home, Maria, told us how blessed 
she was to have Gerson living there.  He helps a lot around the house and shares in paying part of the bills.  He seems to be 
doing well.  He is one of our kids who is a true orphan.  He has no known family.  So having a great mother figure in his life is 
God sent.  We prayed for him and took a few pictures. 
 
Next we took a trip to Xela, a city about two hours from Casa De Mi Padre.  We began our time by visiting Sandra.  Sandra 
transitioned out of our home in 2018 and has been working on completing her high school studies.  This spring she will finish 
her final year with an architectural internship, close to where she lives.  We were able to see both of her house parents and 
have an extended visit with the man of the house, Arnoldo.  He shared with us things he had been teaching Sandra.  Sandra was 
severely abused in many ways before she came to Casa De Mi Padre.  It has taken years for us to see positive, healthy emo-
tional improvement in her.  She is doing great! 
 
Later on in the evening, we visited Ruben’s home.  Ruben transitioned out of our home in January.  He lives in a very humble 
home with a young man named Carlos, and his mother.  Carlos is a pastor of a small church and a physical therapist.  The lady 
of the house, Maria, is a super godly and gracious Christian lady.  She reared her kids by herself after her husband passed 
away.  Her husband had been an alcoholic and a very abusive father.  When the mother received Christ, the whole family was 
transformed.  Ruben will be supervised and cared for by Maria and be disciplined by Carlos.  I had not seen Ruben since he 
left Casa De Mi Padre.  He was so glad to see us.  But I could see he was burdened.  He works 10 hours a day.  He studies the-
ology on Friday nights and takes his high school classes all day on Saturday.  Then on Sunday, he helps Carlos with his 
church.  So Ruben is pretty busy.  This will help keep him out of trouble and focused on his education.  Ruben showed us his 
room.  It is quite humble, but adequate.  He was happy to see us, and we were certainly glad to see him. 
 
Our last stop in Xela was to spend the next morning with Peter, Ruben’s brother.  We arrived at Peter’s home.  He lives with a 
wonderful pastor and his family.  We have know Pastor Brady and Maria, his wife, for many years.  Pastor Brady teaches at 
the Baptist Seminary in Xela.  Peter has studied under Brady for over two years.  He has learned so much about the Bible, min-



istry, and life.  We were able to take Peter out to lunch to his favorite place, Panda Express.  It is always a joy to see Peter.  
He was so happy to see us and is always so kind.  Fawn was able to help him with a special need he had.  His thankfulness 
was a blessing to us both.  Right now he is working on the third year of a theology degree and his first year of psychology.  
He also teaches Bible classes at a private school and loves it.  I am always impressed with his heart for the things of God.  
It was a joy to see him. 
 
We then visited Mario (our deaf child) at his school in Jutiapa, eight hours from where we live.  Greg and Jeanette Sum-
merville, who are the directors for a deaf school, are doing a wonderful job caring for him and teaching him sign language.  
Mario is learning so much,  We all miss him here, but we know he is learning and is where he needs to be.  As we complet-
ed all of our visits, I was encouraged at what the Lord continues to do in the lives of the kids who have come through Casa 
De Mi Padre.  It was a wonderful time hosting Fawn and visiting the older kids.   
 
But along with all those blessings come the challenges. One of our older boys at our home had lost his focus and had made 
some wrong decisions, clearly breaking some important house rules.  Part of his discipline was two weeks of “office time.”  
This means he loses all privileges and gets to sit at a desk in the office.  We have the kids read and make reports on what 
they have read.  Most of the books are very instructive.  Of course the Bible is one of those books. 
 
Juanito had been at the desk for several days.  He was sporting a bad attitude and was still angry.  At the end of each day I 
prayed with him and then sent him off to bed.  Finally I felt like it was time to let him know what I was thinking.  I told 
him we would not live with a child in our home being bitter, angry, and unhappy.  I told him if he didn’t change, he would 
receive more discipline and more time at the table.  But I told him I was waiting patiently for him to repent and choose to 
be obedient.  I reminded him of when he was a little boy and had come to us completely broken.  I reminded him of the 
love I have had for him and the love and care all the staff had given him these many years.  I reminded him I was still pa-
tiently waiting, but he should not wait too long. 
 
Before dinner that evening, Juanito said he would like to talk.  I responded, “At the end of the evening let’s talk.”  While 
the other kids were getting ready for bed, I had Juanito come and sit down with me.  I sat quietly.  He began to say he had 
been thinking a lot over the past couple of days.  He said he remembers his time before he came to Casa De Mi Padre, “I 
had nothing.  When I came here, everything changed.”  He continued, “I can see the love of God here.  Everyone has done 
so much to help me.  Sometimes I just lose my focus and make bad choices and do the wrong things.”  Juanito began to 
tear up.  “I want to do better but it is so hard. I am sorry Papa Shane.”  I responded, “Juanito we need you to understand 
our guidelines are for your good.  Refocus on what the Lord would have you do and what we are asking of you.  Choose 
obedience.”  He said, “I understand.”  I said to Juanito, “That was all I needed to hear.  Just keep trying.”  As I stood up to 
give him a hug, he reached out his arms and grabbed me and held on tight.  Please keep Juanito in your prayers. 
 
For other news, on the construction front, we finally received the electric plans so we will be able to continue with casita 
(little house) number one.  Casa number two is just above ground level.  We also had a specialist team with Norm Every 
and Steve Parsons come and help design and install our second sewer line.  They did a great job.  We are finishing it up 
now.  Thanks guys!  This week we will need to purchase $3600 worth of blocks and sand to continue on. 
 
We are so thankful for everyone who helps keep us supplied and funded so we can continue to not only minister to the 
children and young adults the Lord has given us, but also continue the construction of our new children’s home.  We are 
eternally grateful for all who feel the call to come down to help in so many ways.  Please pray for the Lord to provide for 
all our needs and keep watch over our children. 
 
Blessings to all, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


