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Dear Family and Friends, 

“The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he 

will rejoice over you with singing.” 

            Zephaniah 3:17 

“Heavenly Father if there are children who are being harmed and hurting, who are crying out, who are in great need; children 

whom you desire to rescue and draw to yourself; send them to us.  We are here ready and waiting.  Fill our hearts with all the 

love we will need to bring them your healing and hope.  Place in our hands every provision to meet all the needs of the chil-

dren in our care.  Inspire our spirits so we are enabled to powerfully present your truth and love to each child, truth that will 

light their way through this present darkness and guide them into your eternal kingdom of everlasting light.  Send us the chil-

dren you want us to have.” 

At times it is easy to get caught up in the minutia of all the tasks needing to be accomplished to keep our ministry functioning.  

It can be easy to become overwhelmed in the morass of difficult emotional and hurtful situations kids get into because of the 

decisions they make.  It is easy to lose sight of the vision to which we were called.  But in the midst of such challenges, the 

truth is, the call of God and the needs of the Gospel have not changed.  And graciously, in his time, the Lord moves his com-

passionate hand to extend his saving grace to those in need.  His call is affirmed and his Gospel is extended once again. 

We recently received a call from the government needing a place of shelter for an 8-year-old boy.  All we know at this time, is 

he has a father who was very abusive to him.  Somehow the child had found his way to a neighbor’s house and the neighbor 

took the child to the village leaders.  The leaders called the child protection authorities, and they called us.  When the child 

protection authorities arrived, almost the whole village had gathered to see the boy off. 

About eight hours later we received a call that the child was on his way to Casa De Mi Padre.  When he arrived it was almost 

10 p.m. in the evening.  The social worker thanked me repeatedly for being willing to help.  The child certainly was being 

harmed.  The boy had multiple lacerations and bruises on his arms and back, confirming the story.  When he arrived, he was 

quiet and would not make eye contact.  We officially received him and the social worker and the two policemen left. 

With the boy in tow, I rummaged through several boxes and old suitcases of extra gifts of clothes and shoes.  Thankfully the 

Lord provided all we needed for the night and the next day.  The younger boys in the room were he would stay had decorated 

his bed.  I helped him change his tattered, filthy clothes and put him to bed.  I prayed with him a prayer of thanksgiving for his 

arrival and a prayer of hope and healing for his future.  It took a while, but soon he fell asleep. 

As I went to my room for the night my heart was blessed and filled with thanksgiving to the Lord for the work he has called us 

to and for how he has given everything we need to help children who have lost all.  I was so encouraged to know the Lord had 

seen this child’s desperate state and had moved his hand to extend his saving grace.  This is exactly the vision that the Lord has 

called our staff and myself to do.  Meeting this little guy’s need is a continued fulfillment of my prayer. 

As for other things going on here, we are moving into our final month of school.  The kids are studying hard.  As a ministry 

we put significant  of resources towards our children’s education.  This is so important for their futures.  We want to do every-

thing we can to help each one succeed.  We are extremely thankful for all who help with our children’s education.  

Please be in prayer for Jimmy.  He recently was in the hospital for over three days.  The doctors say he needs his gall bladder 

removed.  He is now home and feels much better.  We are going to seek a second opinion.  Jimmy is an absolutely awesome 

young man and very special to us.  Please pray for him and for wisdom to make the right decision.   

Also, please be praying for several of our older children.  We will have three more who will transition out of our home in 

January.  We have to make lots of decisions within the next several weeks to prepare for their living arrangements and contin-

ued education.  These upcoming changes present us with big challenges.  We have to locate families or alternative places for 

them to live that will provide a satisfactory level of care and supervision to protect them as they continue to grow.  And of 



course we need the Lord’s provision to financially help with their continuing education.  We have invested so much in them to 

date, and we want to continue supporting them if at all possible.  All of this takes a miracle to make it happen.  So please pray 

for Pedro David, Fermina, and Ruben.  They need your prayers and assistance.   

I also want to honor the passing of a very special person in my life and a great friend of the ministry, my Aunt Sharyn Sand-

erson.  Sharyn was a very special person.  To put it simply, she was a “super woman” in every sense of the word.  She was a 

person who did all things well.  She was a super mom, super wife, super cook, super homemaker, super educator for her chil-

dren, super registered nurse, super nursing administrator, super follower of  Christ, super friend, super church member, etc.  

Sharyn was a person who succeeded in every area of her life, and was a great blessing to all who knew her.  

Sharyn volunteered as our monthly newsletter communications specialist.  All of our supporters who receive a physical copy 

of this letter, received it because of her love for the Lord and the children of Casa De Mi Padre.  Each month after I wrote the 

letter she would take it in its raw, typed state and process it into its final form.  She and my Uncle Frank provided everything 

to make this happen.  Every month Sharyn was absolutely thrilled to be able to serve with us in this way.  She often said it 

brought a special joy to her heart to be able to help with our monthly letters.  Her faith and trust in Christ sustained her and are 

now more real to her than ever in the presents of the Lord.  She will be greatly missed.   

On the construction front, we experienced a bit of a slowdown.  A couple of months ago the site had been leveled for the 

first cottage and we went ahead and took a ground-breaking picture.   We had to wait for the engineering plans, so we used 

that wait-time to complete some unfinished project on the property.  We now have a complete set of plans for the first cottage 

and have started building again.  We are now negotiating with our architect and his engineers on the costs for structural plans 

of the main office and activities building, as well as the electrical engineering and plumbing plans for the rest of the project.  

These plans are expensive, even here in Guatemala.  However, having good plans are of great value for our construction ef-

forts.  Professional plans insure that our buildings will have structural integrity and save us from costly mistakes.  Pray for 

wisdom and the Lord’s provision for this need. 

This morning is day three for our new little one, Elias, being in our home.   I received my first kiss from Elias this morning.  

Being able to receive this little guy really is the essence of the heart and vision of what Child Rescue and the ministry of Casa 

De Mi Padre are all about.  Of course, we never know how long each child will be living with us.  But as long as they are here, 

we serve them with this truth in our hearts, “The Lord is mighty to save.”  We will express the Lord’s delight for Elias and we 

will be God’s hands and feet to quiet him with the Lord’s love and rejoice over him; maybe even with a song or two. 

Of course none of this would be possible without your vital part in this mission of love.  Thank you for your faithfulness and 

steadfast love and for your commitment to pray for us each month.  We love you. 

Because He is mighty to save, 

 

 

Joseph Shane Sanderson 

 

P.S.  Save the Date:  We will be having our second Child Rescue Christmas Celebration Dinner on December 14, 2019 at 

William Jewel College in Liberty, Missouri.  More details to follow. 


