
     The director entered the room and began to speak, “Hello everyone; welcome to our school, The Class. God 
bless you, and we are glad you are here. Before we start, let’s thank our Lord Jesus Christ and ask Him to 
illuminate our meeting and to unify us as we talk about our desires for your children and our students this 
school year. Would anyone like to pray for God’s leading today?” A few offered, and the woman next to Fermina 
and I began to pray for us all. “Lord, holy, mighty, and merciful, we thank you so much for the opportunity to 
be here; we thank you for the opportunity you have given our children to study here. We ask that you would 
bless this school and the professors; we ask that you would give them wisdom to teach our children. We ask that 
you would lead our children to work hard and do all to your glory. Be with us through this meeting, and help 
us to glorify you and to unite together this morning. Thank you for the blessing and the opportunity to worship 
you and live for you freely. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.” A resounding amen spread throughout the room, 
and we continued with our parents’ meeting. 

    What a beautiful thing to hear at the first parent meeting at Fermina’s new school. I love Guatemala. I love the 
people and that many of them love and honor God in everything. As you enter the city of Santa Cruz del Quiche, one 
of the larger cities in the country, you meet a sign that proclaims, “Jesus Christ Welcomes You to Santa Cruz!” Sarah 
and I are grateful and pleased to raise the kids of Casa de Mi Padre along with our own children in this culture. We 
pray and hope that God will use us and our ministry here to compound the love and devotion to our King and Savior 
Jesus Christ in our children of Casa and, if God wills, through different ways of ministering to the people of the city!  
     Ok, that was a bit of a tangent, but we are so grateful for where God has called us and all He is doing. Let’s get to 
talking about continuing and, in a sense finishing, the good work that God has started in our kids at Casa de Mi 
Padre children’s home. Let’s talk Transition!  
     One of the many blessings of our work here is getting to care for, provide for, and seek God to lead us in setting 
our older children up for success as they leave the care of our home and start to make a life of their own! When our 
children first arrive at Casa, most of them are woefully behind in their schooling and some have never even been to 
school. This presents a challenge because when they turn 18 and have to leave the children’s home, they have not 
yet completed their academic requirements. With no family support network to help them, we work to ensure that 
they are still cared for and given the educational opportunities to become successful adults through our transitional 
program. Our hope in this process is to give them a tangible example of God’s love and care for believers as 
described by the apostle Paul when he wrote, “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6  
     What a road it has been! In 2017, we had our first two girls and our first boy turn 18 and fall flat as we tried 
transitional homes with American staff members who were also working full-time (50+ hours per week) at the 
orphanage. It was so hard to see those children struggle that we knew we had to do something different. We asked 
God to show us what was best and most beneficial for the children. I still remember praying often about the 
possibility of looking for Guatemalan homes that would give love, culture, and family to the children as they 
transition. We would continue pouring into their lives by paying for their education, keeping up with them, and 
counseling them through life along with the new family God provides. I remember thinking God was leading us to 
this but not being able to find any Guatemalan families that were willing to help. I remember crying out to God for 

answers and wisdom as to whether or not it was right. I remember putting the prayer 
request in my prayer letter and for the first time asking everyone to pray, and I’ll never 
forget the very next day after asking for prayers we had a pastor ask about one of our 
transitional kids and how the process was going. He then committed to care for Peter, who 
has now graduated from Seminary and high school!!! I remember within the 
next week or so another person said that they would like to help Sandra as 
she pursues her high school diploma with a focus in Technical Drawing, 
which she is now in her last year of and starting her internships. What a joy 
it was to see God’s confirmation of His will for His children in our home!!! 
So, let’s just review what we’ve seen God do since then...  

     We’ve already talked about Peter(20) and Sandra(20). We all know that Benito(21), our very first  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transitional boy, came back with a repentant heart and 
ready to work hard, and is living with our family now. 
Praise God, he is making progress in high school and is 
also working hard in INTERCAP with only half a year left 
where he is studying the trade of welding. Be praying that 
God would be preparing a job and all that he will need to 
live on his own soon after he is done at INTERCAP.     

Gerson(20) is doing well now. He had a little 
trouble in the first home he was in, not all of 
it being his fault. We knew we had to remove 
him, and he spent a year or so with Sarah and 
I. We were always able see that he craved the 
community and affection of his own 
Guatemalan family, which you can imagine 
knowing he is one of our true orphans with no 
family at all. After much prayer, we finally 

found a family for him! He really seems to be content 
there and frequently comes to visit us. We recently 
registered him in a culinary training school. Gerson is 
very excited and will be needing some extra help to pay 
for his education and the materials he will need.   

Reina(20) has finished her first years of high 
school and now is preparing for a nursing 
career!!!  O Reina, such a sweet heart; I wish 
you could all know her as we do. She was the 
first child at Casa to declare she would like to 
be a missionary, help others, and bring them 
into the mercy of God. She still comes by each 
and every week to visit Sarah and I. Recently, 
she shared that she was taught how to bathe 

an infant, of course I encouraged her to get 
more practice by helping Sarah with bathing our babies 
when she comes to visit. What a blessing to see her 
growing up and doing so well. Pray that she would study 
hard and that God would give all the knowledge and 
wisdom to do well. Pray that God would be preparing a 
mission for her and provide all the funds she needs.  

Cristina (19) is living in Chichicastenango and 
is finishing her last year of high school with a 
focus in bilingual secretary work. How cool to 
see one of our children learn English while here 
at Casa de mi Padre and then take that skill to 
make a living! She is doing ok and could use 
prayer: please pray that she would be diligent and 
honest in all she does. She will be doing an 
internship this year, and we are asking God to 
provide a business that will continue to help her 
even after she finishes. 

     Fermina (19) is finishing up her high school 
education, too, with a focus on medicine. She has 
mentioned that she would 
like to be a doctor or 
teacher, and if anyone from 
our home can push through 
the studies and devotion 
that it takes, it’s Fermina!!! 
She had been the #1 
student in her previous 
school for years. It has been 
very sweet to be along her 

side as she transitioned out of Casa de mi Padre. 
It hasn’t always been easy. So many unknowns 
easily cause stress and worry, but I have loved 
getting to see her trust that God is good, that He 
loves her, and that He is in absolute control. 
Pray that she would continue to settle in to life 
outside of Casa de Mi Padre and that she would 
find great joy in the new opportunities!!!  
     Ruben (18 and Peter’s brother) moved out 
of Casa in January of this year, and we praise 
God for His divine provision of a good, godly 
home to transition in. One of our ministry 
friends, a Guatemalan missionary in a town a 
few hours away, contacted us and specifically 
wanted to help Ruben. He saw the great potential that we 
see in him. Ruben is working every day at a factory, going 
to seminary, and finishing up his high school education 
with a culinary focus.  Ruben has shared how busy he is 
but that he is doing well and really enjoying the family 
and his studies. I love having two of our young men get 
culinary training. I’m not sure why, but I have always 
envisioned starting KC style barbecue restaurant here in 
Quiché, where some of our children could work, make a 
good living, and then the additional profits could be put 
toward the continuation of our ministry! I love smoking 
meat, and all the Guatemalans who’ve tasted it have 
really liked it! We will see what God wills in time!!  
     Well, what a joy to recap all that God is doing in our 
transitional children’s lives, I am so thankful that Sarah 
and I get to head up the transitional program for our 
youth; it is so satisfying to see God provide and to see our 
children doing well!
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EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
We have taken on all these needs to set up our kids for success in faith 
that God will provide for all of their needs: He is the Father to the 
fatherless. A few children have received scholarships to help a little, 
and we praise God for those blessings! Will you help us with the extra 
costs we have taken on to provide for the kids’ educations this year? 
Pray with us, and ask God to generously provide for all these needs. 
January was the first month of the school year here, so we went ahead 
and paid enrollment and supply fees out of pocket to get the kids off 
to a good start. We are praying for help to cover those costs as well as 
the continuing monthly tuition. 
 Beginning of year costs.   Monthly tuition and supplies 

Benito  $179   $50  
Fermina  $245   $76 
Gerson  $450   $64  
TOTALS  $874 one time             $190 recurring


