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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.” 
             Ephesians 1:18 
 
When we have missions teams come to serve with us it’s kind of like a box of chocolates, you never know what you are going 
to get.  With the coming of summer, our mission season is now upon us.  We will have several teams come down over the next 
three months serving with us in different ways.  Some will work on the construction project, others will do outreach in the 
community, and others will serve here at the house. 
 
Each group is quite unique in leadership, personality, and ability.  This past week we were very blessed to host a new team led 
by a long-time friend, Pastor Nick Drake of Richland Baptist Church.  He had put together a group of three churches from their 
association.  I have known Nick for over ten years.  I have always admired his ever-present concern to reach the lost as well as 
his unwavering commitment to the truth and validity of scripture.  He is a solid brother in Christ and devoted pastor.  The team 
also included several youth, ladies, men (some of whom are pastors) and, three secret weapons.  The group total was 17.  Their 
mission was to visit several elementary schools and present the gospel, using games and puppets, as well as minister to the 
children of Casa De Mi Padre.   
 
Several of the schools were ones we had never visited before. When the team arrived at each school, the first thing we did was 
to sets up the sound system and puppet stage.  At almost every school, before we could complete the set up, the crowds would 
begin gathering or be totally assembled, waiting for us to start.  At each presentation Pastor Preston kicked off the program 
with several games to get the kids involved and laughing.  Next Pastor LP and puppets took center stage and using a sound 
track gave a Bible story and sung several songs, all in Spanish.  It was fun.  Finally Pastor Nick gave a clear gospel message 
and normally was able to give an invitation for the children to respond for prayer to receive Christ. 
 
At almost every school during invitation to receive Christ there were anywhere from 30 to 100 kids who would respond.  Often 
times kids respond coming up front during an invitation because a friend did, but there were many others who responded with 
deep sincerity.  Each child was led in a salvation prayer and given a gospel tract with the address of our church here in Quiche 
and contact information.  We always try to take the time to instruct the kids who responded in the next steps they should take 
to continue to follow the Lord.  Our final counts for the total attendance of the presentations were just over 1000 children and 
adults with many of children responding positively to the message.  I am always encouraged when we as a ministry have the 
opportunity to have a part in the gospel going out in our city, especially to children.  All the school administrators were very 
happy we had taken the time to visit their schools.  And, the kids loved the team and the puppets. 
 
On Sunday morning the team buddied up to the kids from Casa De Mi Padre to do evangelism in the city park.  We divided up 
into six groups comprised of Americans and our kids, prayed, and set out.  Our kids led the way and used the EvangeCube to 
start a conversation with the people.  I was with a very special team including Juanito, Brenda, and Benito and the two Ameri-
can grandmas.  It is impressive and inspiring to see the boldness of our kids as they went up to perfect strangers and initiated a 
conversation, clearly shared the gospel, and asked if the people would like to receive Jesus.  One lady and her son sat and lis-
tened to Juanito’s gracious presentation.  At the end she said she was a Christian and went to an evangelistic church.  Next, 
Juanito asked if our group could pray for a special need she might have. 
 
At Juanito’s question the lady began to cry.  Juanito listened to her request, and I told the ladies with me “it was OK to pray for 
her in English.”  After the prayer the lady was still crying.  One of our grandmas, with tears in her eyes, reached out her arms 
to offer a hug to the woman.  The Quiche woman extended her arms and two total strangers embraced and cried in each other’s 
arms.  Our other grandma hugged the lady as well.  The woman was very moved and encouraged. 
 
Several times through the week the older ladies of the group said they were not sure what they could do to serve the Lord. 
They didn’t feel like they had any special talent or ability to minister to people they had never met.  But the truth is Jesus-
loving grandmas are pretty special.  There is something disarming and powerful about the extended arms of a grandma.  I be-
lieve they are a secret weapon armed with the power of love and able to wield that power against the forces of this dark world 
in heavenly realms.  It was also beautiful to see the children of the schools crowd around the ladies to just be close to them and 
maybe even get a hug.  Our grandmas were a hit.  It was proof everyone in Christ has a gift the Lord can use for his glory. 
 



 
The team also spent a lot of time with our kids, playing with them and loving on them.  Our kids loved it.  The team was also 
able to go to the hospital and pass out care bags and pray for many families and sick people.  The hospital visit was very 
moving for the team and brought help and encouragement to many Quiche families in need. 
 
And of course on our final night of the mission, I love to have one last team devotion and have each member share his/her 
best “God Moment.”  As each team member, young and old shared, we were all amazed and extremely blessed at how every-
one was impacted.  My favorite testimony was from the pastors and the grandmas.  The grandmas were amazed at the bold-
ness of our kids to share their faith and how they personally (the grandmas) were used by the Lord to touch many for Christ.  
This final share time is a blessing to me to see how the Lord has worked and reminds me it is always worth whatever we had 
to do to pull it off. 
 
Another fun highlight of this past month is Juanito (14 years old), one of the boys here at Casa De Mi Padre, is the number 
one scorer out of our soccer league for the year.  Seven of our boys are on the team and really improved a lot this year.  So I 
made sure to congratulate Juanito publicly for his efforts.  We were all proud of him and the rest of the guys as well. 
 
This coming week we have another missions team from Oklahoma coming down to be with the kids and work on the build-
ing project.  We are looking forward to their visit. 
 
Construction update:  We are continuing to work everyday on phase two of our ongoing construction project.  As of right 
now we have dear friends of the ministry, Dave and Larena King, with us.  Dave has a vast knowledge of electrical design 
and components.  He will be working with Rene Lopes, one of our staff members who is a certified electrician here in Guate-
mala.  They will make an excellent team to turn the workshop/garage into a working tool shop to help us complete the vision 
of a new children’s home for our kids.  Thank you Dave and Larena for coming down to be a part of this miracle!  We still 
could use some funding help to purchase lights, wire, etc. 
 
We are also going to begin putting the floor in several parts of the building.  We will continue to install the lighting and 
begin the flooring as the Lord provides.  Next, we will have to purchase and install the walk-in doors and the garage doors.  
To date the Lord has kept us going through his faithful provision.  We have also constructed and installed a water harvest 
system using the garage roof and now, because it is the rainy season, we are collecting hundreds of gallons of crystal clear 
rain water to use for the construction process and domestic needs.  The system works fantastically, so no more water trucks!  
Praise the Lord for everyone who played a part in this. 
 
I am eternally thankful just over 2,000 years ago the Lord Jesus himself called a Christ hating, religious bigot into his ser-
vice.  The salvation and transformation of Paul, the apostle, has served as a model for me in salvation and understanding of 
what it means to follow Christ and what we as believers possess in Christ.  I have been praying the model prayer given to us 
by the Holy Spirit using the ink of Paul’s life; “that the eyes of our heart might be enlightened that you may know the hope 
and the riches of the glorious inheritance found only in Christ.”  I am praying this for each of our kids young and old.   And I 
pray this for you as well. 
 
With hearts of gratitude and thankfulness we all say, “We love you” and are thankful to the Father for your love and help 
expressed to us by your prayers and continual sharing with us in this work.  
 
May you experience afresh today the hope of all the riches we have in Christ, 
 
 
 
Joseph Shane Sanderson  
 


